A Triumph of Surgery

“A Triumph of Surgery” is a humorous and meaningful story
written by James Herriot. It tells us about a small dog named
Tricki and his rich owner, Mrs Pumphrey. The story shows
how excessive love, overfeeding and lack of exercise can harm
a pet instead of making it healthy.

Tricki is a small dog who is extremely pampered by Mrs
Pumphrey. She loves him very much and gives him everything
he wants. However, she does not understand that too much
food and too much comfort are harmful to him. She gives him
extra food between meals, including malt, cod-liver oil and
Horlicks at night. She also gives him cream cakes and
chocolates because she cannot refuse him. Tricki hardly gets
any proper exercise. As a result, he becomes extremely fat and
unhealthy. When Mr Herriot, the veterinary surgeon, sees him,
he is shocked by his condition.

Mr Herriot advises Mrs Pumphrey to reduce Tricki’s food and
give him plenty of exercise. He tells her to follow a strict diet.
However, Mrs Pumphrey finds it very difficult because she
feels sorry for Tricki. Soon, Tricki becomes seriously ill. He
refuses food, vomits, lies on a rug and does not want to walk
or play. Mr Herriot realizes that simply giving advice will not
be enough. He decides that Tricki must be taken away from his
comfortable home and kept under observation at his surgery
for about two weeks.

Mrs Pumphrey becomes extremely worried and believes that
Tricki may die without seeing her. She sends his beds,
cushions, toys, bowls and even many little coats with him.
However, Mr Herriot knows that Tricki needs a completely
different lifestyle. At the surgery, he gives Tricki plenty of
water but no food for the first two days. Gradually, Tricki
begins to take interest in his surroundings. He starts playing
with the other dogs and becomes more active.

The other dogs at the surgery play an important role in Tricki’s
recovery. Tricki starts running, playing and fighting with them.
He becomes an active member of their group. He also learns to
compete for his food. Unlike his previous life, where he was
overfed and protected from everything, he now gets plenty of
exercise and only a normal amount of food. Surprisingly, he
needs no medicine at all. His health improves rapidly simply
because of exercise, proper food and a natural way of living.
Meanwhile, Mrs Pumphrey keeps calling Mr Herriot to ask
about Tricki. When she hears that he is recovering, she sends
fresh eggs to strengthen him. Later, she even sends bottles of
wine and brandy, believing that these will help improve
Tricki’s health. In reality, these gifts make Mr Herriot and his
partners very happy. They enjoy the eggs, wine and brandy
themselves. Mr Herriot is even tempted to keep Tricki at the
surgery permanently because life becomes very comfortable
for them.

After two weeks, Tricki has completely changed. He has
become fit, active and strong. He can run easily with the other
dogs. When Mrs Pumphrey comes to collect him, Tricki
immediately jumps into her arms and happily licks her face.
She is overjoyed to see her healthy dog. She thanks Mr Herriot
and calls Tricki’s recovery “a triumph of surgery.” However,
the reader understands that Tricki was actually cured not by an
operation or medicine, but by a simple diet, exercise and
discipline.

The story teaches an important lesson about responsible love
and proper care. Mrs Pumphrey loves Tricki deeply, but her
excessive affection makes him unhealthy. Mr Herriot, on the
other hand, understands what Tricki really needs and acts
wisely. The story humorously shows that sometimes too much
comfort and indulgence can be harmful. True care means
giving someone what is good for them, not simply giving them
everything they desire.
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Short Answer Type Questions —

1. Why was Mrs. Pumphrey worried about Tricki?
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Answer: Mrs. Pumphrey was worried because Tricki had become
very fat and lazy. He had no energy and refused to eat normal food.
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2. What made Tricki ill? fg@ dHR o gam?

Answer: Tricki became ill because Mrs. Pumphrey gave him too
much rich food and sweets, which he could not digest.
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3. Why did the doctor think Tricki needed to be hospitalized?
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Answer: The doctor thought that Tricki needed to be hospitalized to
stop him from overeating and to help him exercise and become
active again.
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4. How did Tricki behave at the hospital in the beginning?
feat 3 Ywad o sRudra & S agR fran

Answer: In the beginning, Tricki did not move much and just lay in

one corner silently.
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5. What did the other dogs do which helped Tricki?
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Answer: The other dogs ran, played, and fought with each other.
Watching them, Tricki slowly joined them and started exercising.
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6. What was the doctor’s method to cure Tricki?
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Answer: The doctor did not give any medicine. He only gave Tricki
simple food and made him exercise regularly.
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7. How did Tricki change after a few days at the hospital?
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Answer: After a few days, Tricki became active, energetic, and started
enjoying with the other dogs.
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8. Why was Mrs. Pumphrey happy at the end of the story?
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Answer: Mrs. Pumphrey was extremely happy because Tricki
returned healthy, active, and happy. She felt that it was truly a
"triumph of surgery.”
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9. Why did the doctor call it a ‘Triumph?
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Answer: The doctor called it a triumph because Tricki recovered
completely without any surgery or medicine.
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10. What does the story teach us?
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Answer: The story teaches us that overeating and overloving can be
harmful. A balanced diet and exercise are necessary for good health.
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Long Answer Type Questions —

1. Describe Mr Herriot’s character. How did his practical wisdom
help Tricki recover?
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Answer :

Mr Herriot is practical, observant, sensible and tactful. He correctly
identified overfeeding as Tricki's real problem and removed him
from Mrs Pumphrey's excessive care. Through controlled food,
exercise and social activity, he restored Tricki‘s health.
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2. What is the central theme of “A Triumph of Surgery”? What
lesson can be inferred from Tricki’s story?
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Answer :

The story highlights that excessive love and indulgence can become
harmful when they lack wisdom. Tricki's recovery shows that
discipline, balanced food, exercise and a natural social environment
are more valuable than unnecessary luxury and pampering.
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Multiple Choice Questions

1. Tricki was...

a)acat b)adog c)a horsed)a rabbit
Answer: b) a dog

2. Why was Tricki overweight?

a) He exercised too much b) He was overfed
c) He was sick d) He ran a lot
Answer: b) He was overfed

3. Who treated Tricki?

a) Mr. Williamson  b) James Herriot

¢) Mrs. Williamson d) A neighbour

Answer: b) James Herriot

4. How did Tricki react to exercise at first?

a) He enjoyed it b) He resisted

¢) He slept d) He barked happily
Answer: b) He resisted

5. What did Herriot reduce in Tricki’s diet?

a) Vegetables b) Fatty food

c) Water d) Protein

Answer: b) Fatty food

6. What lesson does the story teach about pets?
a) Always pamper them b) Discipline and care are important
) Let them eat anything d) Ignore them
Answer: b) Discipline and care are important
7. How did Tricki change over time?
a) He became thinner and obedient b) He became lazier
c) He ran away d) He remained the same
Answer: a) He became thinner and obedient

8. What quality of Herriot helped Tricki?

a) Patience b) Anger c) Laziness d)
Fear

Answer: a) Patience



