“The Maklng of a Scientist” written by Robert W. Peterson is an inspiring biography of a young

scientist named Richard Ebright. It talks about how strong curiosity, a supportive environment, a love for
learning, and hard work helped him become a successful scientist. The chapter highlights that scientists are not
born great — they are made through passion, dedication, and constant questioning.

From early childhood, Ebright showed remarkable qualities. He was full of curiosity and always eager to learn
new things. When he was in kindergarten, he had already collected butterflies, rocks, fossils, and coins. His
mother played a very important role in shaping his scientific interest. She encouraged him to learn and explore
more. She bought him a microscope, books like 7he Travels of Monarch X, and took him to places that helped
him gain knowledge.

The book The Travels of Monarch X changed his life. It introduced him to the journey and migration of Monarch
butterflies. He started catching monarchs and tagging them with tiny stickers so scientists could track their
migration. This was his first step into real scientific work.

Ebright studied in school but spent most of his free time studying science. His mother kept him engaged by
giving him projects. She always supported his curiosity and helped him become a disciplined learner. He was
also good at academics and participated in science fairs.

At first, his projects were simple — like collecting slides of frog tissues. But slowly he started working on serious
scientific problems. In 7th grade, he participated in a county science fair but did not win any award. This failure
motivated him to work even harder.

The next year, Ebright tried a new project. He discovered that a specific chemical in monarch butterflies’ food
caused them to develop differently. His project won a prize in the science fair.

His biggest achievement came when he started studying how cells work. Through his research on the monarch
pupa, he discovered the presence of a hormone that controls butterfly development. His further studies helped
in understanding how a cell can read its DNA. This was a major scientific breakthrough.

He worked closely with another scientist named Dr. Urquhart. Ebright showed strong qualities of a researcher
— curiosity, perseverance, reasoning, and problem-solving skills. He never gave up and kept learning from his
failures.

Along with science, he was an excellent student in his school. He became a Debate Champion and Orchestra
Performer. He was also good at photography and sports. He believed in working hard and being focused on
goals.

Through Richard’s journey, the author sends a message that anyone can become a great scientist if they have
passion, curiosity, and determination. The story is motivational for students, teaching them that every failure is
a lesson and every question can lead to a discovery.

In the end, the chapter proves that scientists are made through constant learning, experimentation, and a desire
to find solutions. Richard Ebright stands as a role model for young learners who want to achieve something big
in life.
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Short Answer Questions

Q1. What qualities of Richard Ebright helped him become a successful scientist?

Ans. Ebright had a curious mind, determination, strong observation skills, and a deep desire to find logical
answers. He worked hard and learned from failures, which shaped his success.
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Q2. How did Ebright’s mother help him in his scientific journey?

Ans. His mother encouraged learning, bought him books and tools, took him to museums, and gave projects to
keep him busy. She strongly supported his interests.
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Q3. How did the book “The Travels of Monarch X" influence Ebright?
Ans. The book introduced monarch butterfly migration. It inspired him to tag butterflies for research, marking
the beginning of his real scientific experiments.
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Q4. Why did Ebright lose in his first science fair and what did he learn?

Ans. He presented only simple slides without any real scientific research. Losing taught him that science requires
actual experiments, investigation, and discovery.
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Q5. What important discovery did Ebright make about monarch pupa?

Ans. He discovered a hormone that controls its growth and development. This finding later helped scientists
understand how cells read genetic information in DNA.’
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Q6. How did Ebright show that cells can read DNA?

Ans. He studied the DNA structure and showed the presence of a substance controlling cell growth. His
experiments proved how DNA directs cell functions.
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Q7. What were Ebright’s achievements outside science?

Ans. He was a champion debater, played in the school orchestra, excelled in photography and sports. He was a
well-rounded multi-talented student.
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Q8. Why is curiosity considered the foundation of scientific success, according to the chapter?
Ans. Curiosity leads to questions. Questions lead to exploration and discovery. Without curiosity, a scientist
cannot progress or find innovative solutions.
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Q9. Describe Ebright’s working style as a scientist.

Ans. He was systematic, logical, and focused. He planned carefully, observed minutely, never gave up, and
presented clear findings with proper evidence.
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Q10. What message does the chapter convey to young learners?

Ans. It teaches that success comes through curiosity, hard work, and learning from failures. Anyone can achieve
greatness with dedication and passion.
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