The NECkIace" by Guy de Maupassant is a powerful short story that explores the themes

of vanity, pride, appearance versus reality, and how one moment of desire can change the course of
an entire life.

The story revolves around a woman named Mathilde Loisel, who is beautiful, sensitive, and dreams of
a luxurious lifestyle. She believes she is born for comfort, riches, and high social status. However, she
is married to Monsieur Loisel, a simple and hardworking clerk in the Ministry of Education. Their life is
modest and financially narrow, which constantly disappoints Mathilde.

One day, Loisel comes home happily holding an invitation to a grand ball at the Minister’s residence.
He hopes this will delight Mathilde, but instead she becomes upset. She has nothing beautiful or
fashionable to wear, and she doesn’t want to appear poor among elegant women. Wanting to keep
her happy, Loisel sacrifices his savings — originally meant to buy a hunting gun — and gives her four
hundred francs to buy a new dress.

Even after getting the dress, Mathilde is still unhappy. She says she has no jewelry, and without it she
would look poor. Her husband suggests she borrow something from her wealthy friend, Madame
Forestier. Mathilde visits her and chooses a stunning diamond necklace.

On the night of the ball, Mathilde feels like the most beautiful woman in the room. Ministers admire
her, women envy her, and she dances till 4 AM. She becomes everything she ever wanted to be —
admired, respected, and elegant.

However, fortune turns suddenly when she returns home and discovers that the necklace is missing.
They search everywhere but fail to find it. Afraid of humiliation and Madame Forestier’s anger, the
Loisels decide to replace the necklace rather than confess the truth. They find a similar necklace in a
jewelry shop that costs thirty-six thousand francs — more money than they can afford.

Loisel mortgages his future by taking huge loans, borrowing money from every possible source, and
sacrificing everything. They buy the replacement and return it to Madame Forestier without revealing
the loss.

Now begins a life of misery. Mathilde’s beauty fades due to harsh labor — she cooks, washes, scrubs
floors, and lives like a poor household worker. Loisel works extra hours. Ten long years pass while they
painfully repay their debts.

One Sunday, Mathilde meets Madame Forestier, who is still youthful while Mathilde looks old and worn
out. Feeling overwhelmed with the bitterness of life, Mathilde reveals the truth — how she lost the
necklace and suffered for ten years to replace it.

In shock, Madame Forestier grabs Mathilde's hands and says something heartbreaking:

“Oh! My poor Mathilde! But mine was fake. It was worth no more than five hundred francs!”

The story ends with a tragic twist: a fake necklace destroyed ten years of their life. The tale leaves a

deep lesson — pride and desire for appearances can lead to downfall. It teaches us to be honest and
content with what we have instead of pretending to be something we are not.
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Short Answer Questions

Q1. Why was Mathilde Loisel unhappy with her life?

Ans. Mathilde always dreamt of a luxurious and wealthy lifestyle. She felt she deserved comfort and
riches, but her ordinary middle-class life made her feel dissatisfied and unhappy.
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Q2. Why did Monsieur Loisel bring the invitation from the Minister’s residence?

Ans. He thought it would make Mathilde happy as she longed for a glamorous social life. He expected
the ball invitation to please her greatly.
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Q3. Why did Mathilde not want to go to the ball after getting the invitation?

Ans. She had no elegant dress or jewelry to wear. She feared she would look poor among rich women
and feel embarrassed.
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Q4. How did Loisel arrange money for Mathilde’s dress?

Ans. Loisel sacrificed the savings he had kept to buy a hunting gun. He gave the money to Mathilde so
she could buy a beautiful dress.
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Q5. From where did Mathilde get the jewelry?

Ans. She borrowed a dazzling diamond necklace from her wealthy friend, Madame Forestier.
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Q6. How did Mathilde feel at the ball?

Ans. She felt extremely happy and confident. People admired her beauty and elegance. It was the most
glorious moment of her life.
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Q7. What happened when Mathilde returned from the ball?

Ans. She realized the diamond necklace was missing. Despite great efforts to find it, the couple failed
to locate it.
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STaTe: I g gl o R T R Tae 81 9 & i agd A=A & a1 t, swue I8 ge A8l url

Q8. How did the Loisels manage to replace the necklace?

Ans. They bought a similar necklace for 36,000 francs by taking heavy loans and mortgaging their
future, leading to years of extreme poverty.
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Q9. How did Mathilde’s life change after losing the necklace?

Ans. Mathilde had to do hard household labor, lost her beauty, and lived in poverty for ten years while
repaying the debts.
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Q10. What was the shocking revelation at the end of the story?

Ans. Madame Forestier revealed that the original necklace was fake and worth only 500 francs. The
Loisels suffered needlessly for ten years due to their pride.

Q10. g & MRER H <ehI aTeTT GeITHT T g3iT?

STaTe: ASH R A Far foh 3reelt 8R el A1 3R IThT dhrAa R—h 500 Theh ot Sigded = 30 Tws &6l aoig &
&9 el deh Jaelg deheiith Hol |



