“Footprints Without Feet”

“Footprints Without Feet” is an exciting and imaginative story written by H.G. Wells. It explores the strange
experiences of a scientist named Griffin, who discovers a way to make himself invisible. Griffin is a brilliant
but short-tempered scientist. He conducts several experiments on light and finally succeeds in inventing a
drug that makes the human body invisible. His success in science, however, becomes a disaster because he
uses his discovery for mischief and crime.

The story begins when two boys notice muddy footprints on the steps and the street of London. These
footprints appear strangely because they lead nowhere and no person is seen walking. The footprints belong
to Griffin, who is completely invisible. He is walking in the London streets without clothes because his body
and anything he wears become visible. To escape the cold and trouble, Griffin enters a big London store. He
eats food, wears warm clothes, and enjoys comfort. But when the store opens in the morning, he is discovered
by the employees. He runs away, removes his clothes again, and becomes invisible to escape.

After that, he enters a theatrical company’'s shop. There he steals bandages, glasses, a false nose, whiskers,
and a hat so that he can hide his invisibility. Now he looks like a strange man wrapped completely in bandages.
He goes to the village of Iping and stays at an inn run by Mr. and Mrs. Hall. They are surprised by his unusual
looks and secretive behavior. Griffin keeps his room locked and does not allow anyone to come inside. His
mysterious presence creates rumors and fear among the villagers.

Soon, money in the village gets stolen, and suspicion falls on Griffin. When Mrs. Hall tries to question him, he
becomes angry. He removes his bandages and becomes invisible again. Seeing the furniture moving on its
own without anyone touching it, Mrs. Hall gets extremely frightened and thinks it is the work of ghosts.
Griffin continues to use his invisibility for wrong purposes. He attacks people, steals money, and threatens
the villagers. Finally, the village constable Mr. Jaffers tries to arrest him. But Griffin removes his covering and
becomes invisible again. A great struggle follows, and people feel blows in the air from someone they cannot
see.

In the end, Griffin escapes once again, proving that scientific knowledge without morality can become
dangerous. The story highlights how a brilliant mind can turn destructive when misused.
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Q1. Why were the two boys in London surprised when they saw the footprints?
Ans. The boys were shocked because the muddy footprints appeared on the steps and street, but
no person was visible. They could not understand how footprints were made without a body.
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Q2. How did Griffin make himself invisible, and why did he misuse this power?
Ans. Griffin invented a drug that changed the refractive index of his body, making it invisible. Instead
of using it for good, he misused it for theft, violence, and escaping responsibility.
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Q3. Why did Griffin enter the London store, and what did he do there?
Ans. He entered the store to escape the cold. Inside, he ate food, wore warm clothes, slept

comfortably, and treated the store as his shelter for the night.
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Q4. How did Griffin escape from the London store the next morning?

Ans. When the employees arrived, Griffin was discovered. To escape, he hurriedly removed all
clothes, became invisible again, and slipped out before anyone could catch him.
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Q5. What items did Griffin steal from the theatrical company and why?
Ans. He stole bandages, glasses, a fake nose, whiskers, and clothes to cover his invisibility. These
items made him look like a normal—but strange—human being.
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Q6. Why were Mrs. Hall and the villagers suspicious of Griffin?

Ans. His secretive behavior, locked room, strange appearance, and refusal to answer questions
created suspicion. His sudden disappearances and loud activities increased fear among villagers.
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Q7. How was the theft in the inn linked to Griffin?
Ans. Money suddenly disappeared from the clergyman’s desk with no person visible. Later, Griffin
was seen wearing new clothes and behaving suspiciously, confirming his involvement.
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Q8. Why did Mrs. Hall believe her furniture was haunted?
Ans.When Griffin became invisible, the furniture moved on its own. Since she couldn’t see him, she
thought ghosts or spirits were responsible for the strange activity.
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Q9. How did Griffin react when people tried to question or control him?
Ans. Griffin became violent and angry. He removed his clothes to become invisible and used his
power to attack, threaten, and run away from authority.
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Q10. What message does the story convey about scientific knowledge and morality?
Ans. The story shows that scientific power without moral values can be destructive. Griffin's brilliance
became dangerous because he lacked discipline, empathy, and responsibility.
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