Short Answer Questions & Answers — “Bholi”

1. Why was Bholi considered different from her other siblings?

Answer: Bholi was different because she was mentally slow due to childhood illness,
stammered while speaking, and had pockmarks on her face from smallpox. She lacked
confidence.
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2. How did Bholi’s early childhood affect her personality and confidence?

Answer: Her fall as a baby injured her brain, affecting her speech. Smallpox scarred her face.
Constant neglect made her fearful, shy, and lacking in self-esteem.
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3. What role did the school teacher play in transforming Bholi’s life?

Answer: The teacher treated Bholi with kindness, encouraged her to speak, and helped her
gain confidence. She inspired Bholi to study and believe in herself.
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4. Why did Bholi’s father decide to send her to school despite the social norm?

Answer: Since Bholi had no good looks or intelligence, her father felt she had no marriage
prospects. Sending herto school seemed the best option for her future.
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5. How did Bholi react to her first day at school? What impressed her the most?

Answer: Bholi was initially fearful, but the clean classroom, colorful pictures, and loving
teacher impressed her. She felt comforted and motivated to learn.
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6. Why did Bishamber Nath agree to marry Bholi? What was his real intention?

Answer: Bishamber agreed because Bholi was uneducated and he wanted a submissive wife.
He was motivated by greed, demanding dowry despite his age and disability.
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7. What made Bholi refuse to marry Bishamber Nath at the last moment?

Answer: Seeing his greed when he demanded dowry after noticing her scars, Bholi
courageously refused the marriage, realizing she deserved respect and dignity.
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8. How does the story highlight the issue of dowry and greed in society?

Answer: The story exposes how marriages often become financial deals. Bishamber’'s demand
for dowry reflects deep-rooted greed and exploitation of girls considered weak.

Y. g gl Gaol 3R dATerd i FTATSIR Ffd ht fhd TRk ISR ahxdt 82

ITR: gl feardt 8 foh foramg srerar @t iR =1-371 R e gl SirdT 1 iR &l ggst A 1T dhl &y
Y et a1l

9. Explain how Bholi’s transformation symbolizes women empowerment.

Answer: Bholi's journey from a timid, neglected girl to a confident woman shows that
education empowers women to challenge injustice, take decisions, and live with dignity.
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10. What promise did Bholimake to her parents in the end, and what does it reveal about her
character?

Answer: Bholi promised to serve her parents and continue teaching. It shows her confidence,
independence, and strong moral values. She chose self-respect over marriage.
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