A Question of Trust

The story "A Question of Trust” written by Victor Canning revolves around Horace Danby, a fifty-year-old man
who appears to be a respectable citizen but hides a secret — he is a locksmith and a professional thief. He
steals once every year to collect money for his passion — rare and expensive books.

Horace lives alone with two helpers. He is honest in his daily life but commits one theft every year to satisfy
his love for books. He carefully plans his robberies, studies the area, and makes sure that no one suspects
him. People consider him a good and kind man.

One day, Horace planned to rob the house of a rich lady who was out in London. The house was full of
valuables and there was a safe in the drawing room containing jewels worth fifteen thousand pounds. Horace
had studied the house for weeks and even had the name of the dog — Sherry — so that he could calm it
down.

When Horace entered the house, he managed to silence the dog and began his work confidently. He wore
gloves to avoid leaving fingerprints and used his tools skillfully to open the safe. Everything was going
perfectly well when suddenly he heard a woman'’s voice behind him.

Horace was shocked to see a young woman dressed in red, who claimed to be the owner of the house. She
looked confident and calm. Horace was frightened because he thought he was caught. But the lady surprised
him by saying that she also needed the jewels from the safe, as she had to attend a party that night and had
forgotten the keys in the bank.

She cleverly tricked Horace into opening the safe for her. She promised not to report him to the police if he
helped her. Horace, thinking he was lucky, opened the safe, gave her the jewels, and left happily.

Two days later, Horace was arrested by the police. The real owner of the house reported the robbery, and the
description of the thief matched Horace. He realized too late that the lady who tricked him was actually a
thief herself — she had used Horace's skill to open the safe for her own robbery.

Horace's fingerprints were found on the safe because he had removed his gloves while opening it for the
woman. He was sentenced to prison for his crime.

The story teaches that trust is fragile — once broken, it can destroy lives. It also shows that crime never pays
and even the cleverest person can be fooled by someone smarter. Horace, who prided himself on being
intelligent, was outsmarted by a woman thief.
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Moral / Message (ﬂﬂ'f{f)

“Crime never pays. No matter how clever you are, dishonesty will one day lead to your downfall.”
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Questions and Answers

[ Question: Why did Horace Danby commit robbery only once every year?
Answer: Horace Danby committed one robbery every year to buy rare and expensive books which he loved
to collect and read.
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@ Question: How did Horace plan his robberies?
Answer: Horace carefully studied the house, noted the routines of servants and owners, and prepared tools
and gloves to avoid leaving fingerprints.
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B Question: Why did Horace choose the house at Shotover Grange for robbery?
Answer: He chose it because the family was away in London, and the safe inside contained valuable jewels
worth fifteen thousand pounds.
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@ Question: What mistake did Horace make while opening the safe?
Answer: He removed his gloves while opening the safe for the lady, leaving his fingerprints, which led to his
arrest later.
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G Question: Who was the lady in red, and how did she trick Horace?

Answer: The lady was actually another thief. She pretended to be the owner and made Horace open the safe
for her.
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6 Question: What happened to Horace after the robbery?
Answer: Horace was caught by the police because his fingerprints were found on the safe, and he was sent
to prison.
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7 Question: Why did the woman need Horace's help?
Answer: She pretended she had forgotten her safe keys at the bank and needed Horace’s help to open the
safe.
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B Question: How did Horace justify his crime to himself?
Answer: He believed he stole only to buy books, not to harm anyone, and considered himself an honest man
otherwise.
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© Nuestion: What is the irony in the story?

Answer: Horace, an expert thief who prided himself on planning, was outsmarted by another clever thief using
his own skills.
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Question: What moral lesson does the story “A Question of Trust” teach us?
Answer: The story teaches that crime never pays and even a small act of dishonesty can lead to great downfall.
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