“The Thief’s Story”

“The Thief's Story” is a touching tale written by Ruskin Bond. The story is narrated by a young thief named
Hari Singh. It describes how love, trust, and human values can transform even the most hardened criminals.
The story teaches that every human being has a good side, and sometimes all they need is kindness to bring
it out.

Hari Singh was a thief by profession though he was only fifteen years old. He used different fake names to
avoid being caught by the police or previous employers. He would meet new people, gain their trust, and
then rob them. One day, at a wrestling match, he met a simple, kind, and humble man named Anil. Anil was
around twenty-five years old, tall, and lean. He was a struggling writer who earned money irregularly. Hari
decided that Anil would be an easy target because he was kind and simple-hearted.

Hari Singh approached Anil and tried to start a conversation. He pretended to be friendly and asked if Anil
would give him work. Anil said he could not pay him at first, but if he stayed, Anil would feed him. Hari
accepted this offer because he saw a chance to live with Anil and eventually steal from him.

Hari began to live with Anil in his rented room. Anil was generous and treated Hari like a younger brother.
He taught Hari how to cook. However, Hari did not know how to cook and often made mistakes. Instead of
scolding him, Anil would laugh kindly. Hari also learned to steal a little money when buying groceries. But
Anil never mentioned it; perhaps he knew but chose to ignore it because he trusted Hari.

One day, Anil told Hari that he would teach him how to read and write. He said that being educated could
change Hari's life and give him a bright future. Hari felt touched by this kindness. No one had ever cared for
him in this way. He began to dream of becoming an educated and respected person.

However, Hari's habit of stealing was still present. One evening, Anil came home with money—six hundred
rupees. He had sold one of his books to a publisher and had been paid for it. This attracted Hari's attention.
He thought this was his golden chance. That night, when Anil was asleep, Hari quietly took the money from
under his mattress.

But once he stepped outside, his mind was filled with confusion. He felt guilty. He realized that by stealing
the money, he was not only taking away something valuable from Anil but also destroying the trust and love
Anil had shown him. Anil had trusted him completely and wanted to educate him. Stealing the money meant
losing that chance to change his life forever.

Hari ran to the railway station, planning to escape by train. But the train left before he could decide to board.
The weather was cold and windy. He sat outside the station and began to think. He realized that Anil’s trust
was more valuable than six hundred rupees. He understood that if he stayed with Anil, he could become
educated and lead an honest life. If he ran away, he would remain a thief forever.

After long thinking, Hari decided to return. He went back to Anil's room and quietly put the money back
under the mattress, though the notes had become wet from the rain.

The next morning, Anil woke up and gave Hari fifty rupees. There was something new about this act. The
money was clean and crisp, not wet. This meant Anil knew everything, yet he did not mention the robbery.
Instead of blaming or punishing Hari, Anil accepted him and said he would now teach him to write full
sentences.

Anil's silent understanding and forgiveness changed Hari completely. He realized that trust and love are more
powerful than greed. He decided never to steal again.

The story ends with a beautiful message: Kindness can change a person'’s life more than any punishment can.
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1. Why did Hari Singh change his name frequently? &1 Rig 3941 711 IR-IR I Seddr Un?
Ans. Hari Singh changed his name often to avoid being traced by the police or his old employers. It helped
him continue his thefts safely.
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2. How did Hari Singh meet Anil? < g &1 gaera oifa & &4 g3?

Answer: Hari Singh met Anil at a wrestling match. He approached him, tried to be friendly, and asked Anil to
employ him for work.
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3. Why did Hari want to work for Anil? g3t 3if<ra & {1 &1 Tl H==11 =g« U2
Answer: Hari wanted to work for Anil because he looked simple and trusting. Hari believed he could easily
gain his confidence and later steal from him.
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4. What kind of person was Anil? 3if-d f&a UsR &1 safad 4
Answer: Anil was kind, simple, and honest. He treated Hari like a younger brother and even decided to teach
him reading and writing for his better future.
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5. Why did Hari decide to steal Anil’'s money? g A efa & U ﬂ?‘ﬁ o1 fAofa =t feram?

Answer: Hari saw Anil had brought home six hundred rupees. His old habit and greed tempted him to steal
the money and run away.
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6. Why didn’t Hari board the train after stealing the money?
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Answer: Hari felt guilty and remembered Anil’s kindness. He realized that stealing would destroy his chance
to learn and become a better person.
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7. What was the turning point in Hari's life? 1 & ofta | dis &9 3mm?

Answer: The turning point came when Hari realized that trust and education were more valuable than money.
He returned the stolen money to Anil.
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8. How did Anil react when Hari returned the money? g3t & U dile™ WR 3R A Far ufaferar €2

Answer: Anil understood everything but did not scold or punish Hari. He simply decided to continue teaching

him, showing silent forgiveness.
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9. What does the story teach us? dg Fe gd T Rrard 82

Answer: The story teaches that kindness and trust can reform even a criminal. Love and understanding can
change a person more than punishment.
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10. Why was learning to read and write important for Hari? ik g fere W-mﬁw Yr?
Answer: Learning to read and write would give Hari new opportunities, respect, and a chance to leave his life

of crime forever.
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