The Tiger King
1. Introduction of the Story and the King’s Birth

The story “The Tiger King” by Kalki is a satire on the arrogance and foolishness of those in power. It
tells the story of a brave but proud king, Maharaja of Pratibandapuram, who tried to challenge his
fate. When the king was born, astrologers predicted that one day he would die because of a tiger.
Everyone was shocked and worried after hearing this.
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2. The Prince’s Early Life

The little prince was named Jung Bahadur. As he grew up, he showed signs of great courage and
fearlessness. When he was just ten days old, he started speaking, which shocked everyone. He asked
the astrologers why they said he would die by a tiger. Thewise astrologer replied that the prediction
was true but the prince might kill ninety-nine tigers safely; however, the hundredth tiger would cause
his death.
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3. The King's Determination to Defeat Fate

As soon as the prince grew up and became the Maharaja, he decided to prove the astrologers wrong.
He announced.that he would kill.one hundred tigers to protect himself from death. He began
hunting tigers regularly.and became known as 7he Tiger King. He killed the first tiger with great
pride and.asked the astrologer to see if the prediction still stood. The astrologer said he would be
safe only after killing one hundred tigers.
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4. The Beginning of the Tiger Hunt

The king began hunting with great excitement. He killed many tigers in the forests of his kingdom.
Because of his constant hunting, the number of tigers in his state decreased rapidly. Soon, no tiger
was left in Pratibandapuram. The king became restless because his goal was not yet complete.
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5. The King Marries to Continue the Hunt

To complete his count of one hundred tigers, the king decided to marry a princess from a state
where many tigers still lived. After marriage, he went to his father-in-law's kingdom and started
killing tigers there. Every time he visited, he killed five or six tigers and brought the total number
closer to one hundred.
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6. The King’s Pride and Cruelty

The king became very proud of his success. He thought no one was as brave as him. He punished
anyone who tried to stop him. Once, a British officer wanted to hunt a tiger, but the king refused
because he wanted the honor of killing all tigers himself. To please the officer, he sent him many
expensive gifts, and the British government forgave him.
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7. The Last Few Tigers

After years of hunting, the king had killed ninety-nine tigers. Only one more was left to complete
the prophecy. But no tiger could be found anywhere. The king became angry and ordered his men
to search every forest in the state. His ministers feared his anger.
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8. The Hundredth Tiger

One day, news came that a tiger had entered a nearby village. The king immediately went there with
his soldiers. He saw the tiger and fired at it. The tiger fell down, and the king proudly believed that
he had killed the hundredth tiger. He returned happily to his palace. However, the bullet had missed.
The tiger was not dead. The hunters did not dare to tell the king the truth, so one of them secretly
killed the tiger after the king left.
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9. The Irony of Fate

A few days later, the king's third birthday celebration of his son was held. The Maharaja bought a
wooden toy tiger for his son as a gift. The toy looked rough and poorly made, but the king wanted
to play with it anyway. While playing, a small wooden splinter from the toy pierced his right hand.
At first, he ignored it, but soon the wound became infected and caused a serious infection.

&% 37 91 A & G BT dERT TS TR -7 TGRS A 30 o & U IUgR &b U § Uh
St bl RGN o719 Tlial | I8 el Sgd BRI 1 T, TR o7 R it IYeb AT W el | Werd
Y Ah Sl BT U BICT ghel 3D &l 81 U gH 71| Y= H 394 & ! fal, dfeb ofeg o ard o
THI B 7T 3R I gTad TR 81 |

10. The Death of the Tiger King

Doctors from all over the country were called, but no one could save the Maharaja. The infection
spread quickly, and the king died. Thus, the hundredth tiger-—the wooden toy tiger—actually caused
his death. The astrologer’s prediction came true, though in a very unexpected way.
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11. Moral and Message of the Story

The story shows the foolishness of human pride and the power of fate. The Tiger King tried to escape
his destiny by killing tigers, but he could not change his fate. It also criticizes the cruelty of kings and
rulers who destroy nature and animals for their ego and pleasure. Kalki uses humor and irony to
show how power can make people blind and foolish.
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12. Conclusion

In the end, The Tiger King is not just a story about hunting tigers—it is a story about human
arrogance, fate, and irony. The king thought he was stronger than destiny, but his death proved that
no one can escape fate. Kalki beautifully combines humor, irony, and a message of humility through
this unforgettable tale.
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:: Short Answer type Questions ::

1. Who is the Tiger King?

Answer: The Tiger King is the Maharaja of Pratibandapuram, whose real name is Jung Bahadur.
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2. What did the astrologers predict about the Tiger King?
Answer: The astrologers predicted that the Tiger King would die because of a tiger.
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3. What did the prince do when he was just ten days old?

Answer: When he was ten days old, the prince spoke and asked the astrologers about his death.
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4. What was the Tiger King’'s main aim in life?

Answer: His main aim in life was to kill one hundred tigers to.prove the astrologers wrong.
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5. Why did the Maharaja ban tiger hunting by others in his state?
Answer: He banned tiger hunting because he wanted to kill all the tigers himself to complete his
target of one hundred.
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6. Why did the Maharaja marry a princess from another state?

Answer: He married a princess from a state where there were many tigers so he could continue
hunting them.
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7. How did the king handle the British officer's demand to hunt tigers?
Answer: The king refused to allow the officer to hunt but sent many expensive gifts to please him.
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8. What happened when the king tried to shoot the hundredth tiger?
Answer: The king missed his shot, and the tiger did not die. Later, the hunters killed it secretly.
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9. How did the Tiger King die in the end?

Answer: He died because a small wooden splinter from a toy tiger pierced his hand and caused an
infection.
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10. What message does the story convey?
Answer: The story teaches that pride and arrogance lead to destruction and that no one can
escape fate.
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:: Long Answer type Questions ::

1. Describe the main theme of the story “The Tiger King.”

Answer (English): The story “The Tiger King”is a satire on human pride and the foolishness of those
in power. The Maharaja of Pratibandapuram tries to challenge fate after hearing a prophecy that he
will die because of a tiger. To prove the astrologers wrong, he decides to kill one hundred tigers. He
kills ninety-nine tigers but dies because of a wooden toy tiger.

The story shows the irony of fate — that no one can escape destiny. It also criticizes the cruelty of
rulers who destroy nature and animals for their ego. Kalki uses humor, irony, and satire to teach the
lesson that power and pride always lead to downfall.

BB ‘G CTSIR f577 HTd & SEHR 3R T H 9 ATl ! T TR U 1 g | YA UqRH BT HERIST
I BT ATl & DT DI FHRAT 8, TG Y Tyl Fd1d & 6 ITDt TG U o919 & HROT gl
AT PI TTerd HIfad B & 1T a8 1§16l &1 ARA &1 Ayd Rl g1 98 -ard arf &1 df IR
d1 8, AfthT U Ah el & AT 919 & HRUT AR ST 8 |

g HEM U &1 fage & <uiict 3 o @1 1 3rga Y § 78t 99 UhdT| g8 39 ST Bt Hdl
@1 ot ST BT § S MU SEDHR &b HRUITHI 3R SHAR! B I8 HRd & | Biewh o g1 3R Y
& H1ey ¥ a8 e & & 2fda siR St sfdd: fa=m1 &1 SR 99 5|




2. How did the Tiger King try to prove the astrologers wrong? What was the result?

Answer (English): When the astrologers predicted that the prince would die because of a tiger, the
young Maharaja decided to prove them wrong. As soon as he became king, he started hunting
tigers. He killed many tigers in his state and then in his father-in-law’s state. His only goal in life
became to kill one hundred tigers.

He was full of pride after killing ninety-nine tigers. When he tried to kill the hundredth tiger, he
missed the shot, but he believed he had succeeded. Later, he died because of a small wound from a
wooden toy tiger. Thus, he could not escape fate, and the astrologers’ prediction came true in an
unexpected way.
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3. What kind of ruler was the Maharaja of Pratibandapuram? Describe his character.

Answer (English): The Maharaja of Pratibandapuram was brave, determined, and proud. He was also
foolish, arrogant, and cruel. He was not afraid of anyone, not even death. He challenged fate by
deciding to kill one hundred tigers. He had a strong will and confidence but lacked wisdom and
compassion.

He cared more about his pride than about his people or nature. He killed tigers mercilessly and even
punished people for small reasons. He bribed a British officer to protect his honor. In the end, his
arrogance and pride led to his downfall. Thus, the Maharaja represents those rulers who misuse their
power and ignore moral values.
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:: Multiple Choice Questions ::

1. Who is the author of “The Tiger King”?

A. RK. Narayan B. Kalki C. Khushwant Singh D. Ruskin Bond
2. What was the real name of the Tiger King?

A. Sher Singh B. Jung Bahadur C. Amar Singh D. Ranvijay
3. What did the astrologers predict about the prince?

A. He would become a famous king B. He would be killed by a tiger

C. He would rule for 100 years D. He would die in a war
4. What did the prince do when he was just ten days old?

A. Cried loudly B. Spoke to the astrologers C. Started walking . D. Played with toys
5. What was the king’s main goal in life?

A. To become rich  B. To marry a princess C. To kill 100 tigers... D. To rule over India
6. Why did the Maharaja marry a princess from another state?

A. To get money B. Toincrease his power

C. Because there were many tigers in her state D. Because she was beautiful
7. What title did the king get after killing many tigers?

A. The Brave King  B. The Great Warrior C. The Tiger King D. The Jungle Ruler
8. How did the Tiger King die?

A. He was killed by the 100th tiger B. He was poisoned

C. He died from an infection caused by a toy tiger D. He died in a war
9. What kind of story is “The Tiger King"?

A. Historical B. Tragic love story C. Satirical and humorous D. Mythological
10. What message does the story give?

A. Fate is stronger than man’s power B. Money can buy happiness

C. Kings are always right D. Killing animals is bravery



