“The Midnight Visitor”

Summary

“The Midnight Visitor” by Robert Arthur is a thrilling short story that combines humor,
intelligence, and suspense. It tells us that intelligence and calm thinking are more powerful
than physical strength. The story revolves around Ausable, a secret agent, and how he
cleverly handles a dangerous situation without using any weapon or violence.

Ausable is a secret agent who lives in a small, old French hotel. He is not like the spies we
see in movies — he is fat, lazy-looking, and speaks with a German accent. But he has a sharp
mind and quick thinking. One night, he returns to his room with a writer named Fowler, who
wants to meet him for writing a story about secret agents. Fowler expects excitement,
gunfights, and mystery, but he is disappointed to see Ausable’s ordinary life.

When they reach the room, they are surprised — a man with a pistol is already there. His
name is Max, another secret agent who has come to steal an important report about some
new missiles. Max tells them that the report will be brought to Ausable’'s room soon, and he
wants to take it. Fowler is frightened, but Ausable stays calm and confident.

To confuse Max, Ausable invents a clever story. He pretends that there is a balcony outside
his window. He says he had complained to the hotel management many times because
strangers used to enter his room through that balcony. Max believes the story completely.
Suddenly, there is a knock at the door. Ausable says that it must be the police, who come
regularly to check on him because he is expecting the important report. Max becomes
nervous. He wants to escape quickly before the police enter. Without checking, he jumps out
of the window — thinking there is a balcony outside. But in reality, there is no balcony at all.
Max falls to his death.

Fowler is shocked by the quick turn of events. When the waiter, Henry, actually enters with a
bottle of wine, Fowler realizes how brilliantly Ausable tricked Max. Ausable proves that
presence of mind, intelligence, and calmness can win over any danger.

The story teaches us that a smart mind is mightier than a gun. Ausable, though not strong
or ‘brave-looking, defeats his armed enemy through cleverness and control over the
situation.
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Short Answer Type Questions

Q1. Who was Ausable and what was his profession? TS P AT 3R IFhT U
Yr?
Ans: Ausable was a secret agent who worked for a government organization. He dealt with

confidential documents.
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Q2. Why did Fowler visit Ausable? B3R 3isiad ¥ e ST 3 U1?
Ans. Fowler wanted to write a story about a secret agent’s life.
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Q3. Who was Max? 3 &1 UT?
Ans. Max was another secret agent who wanted to steal the missile report from Ausable.
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Q4. How did Ausable deceive Max? 3iToi§d 7 AT &I H iar fear?

Ans. Ausable tricked Max by telling a false story about a balcony outside the window.

3T A St HE FaTs &b RASH! & TMER U dTadh-i g

Q5. What was the real reason behind the knock at the door?
ATyl IR S&IP BT ST HRUT T UT?

Ans. It was the waiter Henry bringing wine, not the police.
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Q6. What did Max do to escape? ARSI P 1%111 31 fhar?
Ans. Max jumped out of the window thinking there was a balcony.
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Q7. What is the main theme of the story? Bl DI HY fowg 82
Ans. The story teaches that intelligence and presence of mind are stronger than physical
power.
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Long Answer Type Questions

Q1. How did Ausable outsmart Max without using a weapon?
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Ans. Ausable was calm and intelligent. When he saw Max with a pistol, he didn’t panic. He
made up a false story about a balcony to confuse Max. Then, when someone knocked on the
door, Ausable said it must be the police. Frightened, Max jumped from the window to escape,
believing there was a balcony. In truth, there was none, and Max fell to his death. Ausable’s
cleverness and quick thinking saved him.
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Q2. Describe the contrast between Fowler’s expectations and reality.
HISTR B IHIG 3R aARAGHT | HT 3R UT?
Ans. Fowler expected to meet a stylish, daring spy who lived a life full of adventure and

danger. However, he was disappointed to find that Ausable was fat, ordinary, and calm. There
were no fights or thrilling actions, yet Fowler witnessed a truly intelligent act when Ausable
handled the armed man cleverly. In the end, Fowler realized that real intelligence is not about
glamour, but about presence of mind.

HISER Wl AT fob ST &t fofaf Imasd SR @Rl § 411 ghft| dfd iiiad &1 cad ag AR
g3, Fifds 98 HieT 3R WURl afad o1l fhR ot I <t fob sifolea = gfeurt & Oerd fdd &
AT 1| 3fd H BIeR &I THS ST fob Sryel! GATT a8t U | g1, afcss I & gt g

Multiple Choice Questions

1. Who is the author of The Midnight Visitor?
a) Pearl S. Buck  b) Robert Arthur ¢) H.G. Wellsd) O. Henry
Answer: b) Robert Arthur



2. Who was Fowler?

a) A journalist b) A waiter c) A spy d) A thief  Answer: a) A journalist
3. What was Max holding?

a) A pen b) A knife c) A pistol d) A file Answer: c) A pistol
4. What was Ausable expecting that night?

a) A secret report b) A guest ¢) Aletter d) A call Answer: a) A secret report
5. Where did Ausable live?

a) A modern flat b) An old French hotel

c) A government building d) A bungalow  Answer: b) An old French hotel
6. Who knocked on the door?

a) The police b) The waiter Henry

¢) Max's friend d) The manager Answer: b) The waiter Henry
7. What happened to Max?

a) He escaped b) He was arrested

¢) He fell to death d) He shot Ausable Answer: c) He fell to death
8. What is the moral of the story?

a) Fear wins all battles b) Intelligence is mightier than force

c) Luck is everything d) Lies are good

Answer: b) Intelligence is mightier than force



