“The Making of a Scientist” by Robert W. Peterson

“The Making of a Scientist”is a biographical story written by Robert W. Peterson about Richard H.
Ebright, a brilliant scientist who showed exceptional curiosity and intelligence from a young age. The
story beautifully presents how Ebright’s curiosity, perseverance, and determination transformed him
from a simple boy in a small town into one of the leading scientists in America.

Richard was the only child of his parents. His father died when he was in third grade, and his mother
played a very important role in his upbringing. She was his greatest support and motivation. She
encouraged him to learn, explore, and question everything. She bought him microscopes,
telescopes, cameras, and other scientific tools to nurture his curiosity.

At the age of ten, Ebright collected butterflies in his hometown of Reading, Pennsylvania. He read
the book 7he Travels of Monarch X, which completely changed his life. The book told how monarch
butterflies migrate to Central America and how readers could help study them by tagging butterflies.
Inspired by this, Ebright started tagging butterflies and sending his findings to Dr. Frederick A.
Urquhart, a famous scientist studying monarchs. This was his first scientific research experience.

In high school, Ebright participated in science fairs. His first project was simple—he showed slides of
frog tissues under a microscope. Although it didn't win any prize, he didn't give up. Next year, he
did a project to show how viceroy butterflies copy monarch butterflies to protect themselves from
birds. This project won him a prize.

The following year, Ebright tried to find why some caterpillars turn into butterflies with spots while
others don't. He discovered that it depends on hormones from the butterfly’s body. His experiment
won first prize at the county fair and was chosen for international competition. Later, Ebright
discovered how a cell's DNA controls its functions. His research on the working of a cell's DNA
opened doors to new possibilities in genetics and molecular biology.

Besides being a scientist, Ebright was also a good debater, public speaker, and photographer. He
was a well-balanced person who could manage his academic and personal interests well.

The story teaches us that curiosity, hard work, and the desire to explore are the real keys to success.
Ebright's mother’s constant guidance and his passion for science shaped him into a great scientist.
The author highlights that a successful scientist must have a scientific attitude — the habit of asking
“Why?" and “How?” — and a willingness to find answers.
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Short Answer Type Questions

Q1. Who was Richard Ebright? f¥<IS Tamge &9 42
Ans: Richard Ebright was a brilliant American scientist who showed scientific curiosity from
childhood and made important discoveries in biology and genetics.
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Q2. How did Richard’s mother help him in becoming a scientist?
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Ans: His mother encouraged him to explore, read books, and conduct experiments. She bought
him tools and helped him stay curious.
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Q3. What was “The Travels of Monarch X"? TS U ) tI'IElT‘(:’, a1 4
Ans: It was a book that inspired Ebright to study monarch butterflies and start his first scientific

project.
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Q4. What did Ebright discover about the butterflies?
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Ans: He found that butterflies’ patterns and growth depend on the hormones in their bodies.
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Q5. Which qualities made Ebright a successful scientist?
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Ans: His curiosity, hard work, patience, and determination made him successful.
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Q6. What lesson do we learn from “The Making of a Scientist”?
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Ans: We learn that curiosity and the will to discover are the foundation of success in life.
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Q7. How was Ebright different from other students? TSTSe 3= DI I frd YR fUT um?
Ans: Unlike others, he never memorized things blindly; he always asked questions and tried to
understand concepts deeply.
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Long Answer Type Questions

Q1. Describe the role of Ebright’s mother in his success as a scientist.
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Ans (English): Richard’s mother played a crucial role in shaping his scientific mind. After his father's
death, she became his guide and companion. She encouraged him to learn by observation and
experimentation. She provided him books, microscopes, and cameras to explore science practically.
She also took keen interest in his studies and discussed ideas with him. Her constant support and
guidance developed in him a habit of curiosity and self-learning. Without her encouragement,
Ebright might never have become a scientist.
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Q2. How did “The Travels of Monarch X” influence Richard Ebright’s life?
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Ans (English): The book “The Travels of Monarch X”was a turning point in Ebright’s life. It told how
monarch butterflies migrate to Central America and how readers could help scientists by tagging
butterflies. This idea fascinated Ebright, and he began collecting and tagging butterflies for research.
It was his first experience in scientific investigation. The book opened a new world of curiosity for
him and marked the beginning of his journey toward becoming a scientist.

Y¥dd “The Travels of Monarch X" UdIgc & Sitgq ﬁ@ﬁgﬂ'@ﬁﬁél sﬂﬁnﬁﬁﬁaﬁﬁrﬁw
3R I T B Bt Ufhar adTs 15 2| 5T IR g Tase A faaferl 1 &1 or 39 e |
T B! | T ST Ugdl AT+ep TaNT 7| 39 Jeadb - 399 fagm & vfa et forgman 3 &1

Multiple Choice Questions

1. Who is the author of “The Making of a Scientist”?
a) Pearl S. Buck b) Robert W. Peterson ¢) H.G. Wells d) Khushwant Singh
Answer: b) Robert W. Peterson



2. What was Richard’s first collection?

a) Coins b) Butterflies c) Stamps d) Rocks

Answer: b) Butterflies
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3. What book changed Ebright’s life?

a) The Discovery of DNA b) The Travels of Monarch X
¢) The Science of Life d) Wonders of Nature
Answer: b) The Travels of Monarch X
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4. What was Ebright'’s first science project?
a) Slide show of frog tissues b) Study on caterpillars ~ ¢) DNA model
Answer: a) Slide show of frog tissues
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5. What quality made Ebright different?
a) Laziness b) Curiosity and hard work ¢) Luck d) Fear
Answer: b) Curiosity and hard work
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6. Who inspired Ebright’s scientific interest most?
a) His mother b) His teacher ¢) His friend d) His father
Answer: a) His mother
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7. What did Ebright study about the butterflies?

a) Their food habits b) Their life cycle and hormones
¢) Their colors only d) Their wings' beauty

Answer: b) Their life cycle and hormones
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8. What is the main theme of the story?

a) Friendship b) Curiosity and determination lead to success

c) Power of money d) Importance of school
Answer: b) Curiosity and determination lead to success
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d) Bird migration



