The Enemy By pearls s. Buck

1. Dr. Sadao’s Life and Character

Dr. Sadao Hoki was a skilled and respected Japanese surgeon who had recently returned to his home
in Japan after studying in America. He lived with his wife, Hana, in a beautiful house with a garden
overlooking the sea. Dr. Sadao was proud of his surgical skills and his training abroad, which had
given him a modern and scientific perspective. He had a calm and disciplined lifestyle, devoted to
medicine and the well-being of his patients.
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2. The Arrival of the American Soldier

One evening, during the war between Japan and the United States, a wounded American soldier
washed up on the shore near Dr. Sadao’s house. He was badly injured and unconscious, unable to
speak or help himself. Dr. Sadao and Hana were initially shocked and conflicted. Sadao faced a moral
dilemma: according to his national loyalty, he should hand the soldier over to the authorities, but
his medical ethics compelled him to save the man’s life.
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3. Sadao’s Decision

Despite the danger and potential consequences, Dr. Sadao decided to help the soldier. He brought
the soldier into his home and started treating him secretly. Hana, his wife, was initially worried,
fearing the wrath of the authorities and the risk of harboring an enemy. However, she soon realized
that helping the wounded soldier was the right thing to do. Together, they provided medical care,
tending to the soldier’'s wounds with great care and skill.
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4. The Soldier’s Recovery
Over time, the soldier began to recover under Dr. Sadao’s care. He slowly regained consciousness
and strength. However, he could not speak Japanese, so communication was difficult. Despite this,



Dr. Sadao and Hana treated him with patience and kindness. They fed him, cleaned his wounds, and
provided comfort. During this period, Dr. Sadao reflected deeply on his responsibilities as a doctor
versus his obligations as a citizen.
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5. Moral and Emotional Conflict

Dr. Sadao felt a growing internal conflict. On one hand, the soldier was an enemy, and Japanese
authorities would consider hiding him a crime. On the other hand, Dr. Sadao could not ignore the
ethical duty to save a life. He was proud of his country but also proud of his profession. This conflict
created tension in his mind, but he resolved to prioritize humanity over nationalism.
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6. Decision to Send the Soldier Away

As the soldier healed, Dr. Sadao realized that he could not keep him forever. It would be too risky,
and authorities might discover him. Dr. Sadao devised a plan to help the soldier escape safely. He
contacted a loyal servant to assist in sending the soldier to a neutral area where he could return to
his army. This plan was complicated and dangerous, but Sadao knew it was necessary to protect
both the soldier and his own family.
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7. Hana's Support

Hana, Dr. Sadao's wife, played a crucial role in this operation. She helped treat the soldier,
encouraged him when he was weak, and supported her husband in every step of the plan. Hana's
courage and compassion emphasized the human side of the story — how ordinary people can
perform extraordinary acts of kindness even during times of war.
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8. The Soldier Leaves

Finally, the day came when the soldier was well enough to leave. Dr. Sadao and Hana prepared him
for departure, giving him supplies and instructions to ensure his safety. The soldier, though an
enemy, had developed a bond of gratitude and respect for the couple. As he left, Dr. Sadao felt both
relief and sorrow. Relief that their secret would remain safe, and sorrow for the human life entangled
in the tragedy of war.
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9. Themes and Lessons
The story highlights several key themes:
Humanity over Nationalism: Dr. Sadao chooses to save a human life rather than follow nationalistic
duties blindly. Moral Courage: Standing up for what is right, even when it is dangerous, is a central
theme. Compassion and Empathy: Hana and Sadao’s care for the enemy soldier shows the power of
kindness. War and Ethics: The story questions the morality of war and highlights personal ethics
versus societal pressures.
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10. Conclusion
“The Enemy” by Pearl S. Buck is a powerful story that emphasizes moral responsibility, ethical choices,
and human compassion. Through the story of Dr. Sadao, Hana, and the wounded American soldier,
the narrative explores the human conscience, the dilemmas of war, and the universal value of life.
The story leaves the reader reflecting on the true meaning of courage, duty, and humanity in the
face of conflict.
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:: Short Answer type Questions ::

1. Q: Who was Dr. Sadao? U%: S1. Gerail & ?
A: Dr. Sadao Hoki was a skilled Japanese surgeon who had studied in America and lived with his
wife Hana in Japan.
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2. Q: What dilemma did Dr. Sadao face when he found the wounded soldier?
A: He faced a moral dilemma between saving the soldier’s life and his loyalty to Japan, which
considered the soldier an enemy.
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3. Q: How did Hana help Dr. Sadao?
A: Hana helped by caring for the soldier, supporting Dr. Sadao in his plan, and encouraging the

soldier during recovery.

Uy: BT A ST Halsll Bl HY Haa P12

ITR: BHT A AP BT QU D1, ST. 1af B Arai | I7b1 A a1 SR 31 819 & GRIA
e I Uiefed b

4. Q: Why was the soldier hiding in Dr. Sadao’s house?

A: Because he was wounded and unconscious, and Dr. Sadao secretly treated him to save his life.
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5. Q: What conflict did Dr. Sadao feel inside him?
A: He felt a conflict between his duty as a doctor to save a life and his duty as a citizen to obey his

country.
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6. Q: How did Dr. Sadao plan to send the soldier away safely?

A: He asked a loyal servant to help take the soldier to a neutral area so he could return to his army
safely.
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7. Q: Did Dr. Sadao succeed in saving the soldier?

A: Yes, he successfully treated the soldier and helped him leave safely without being discovered.
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8. Q: What does the story teach about humanity and war?

A: The story teaches that human life and compassion are more important than national loyalty
during war.
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9. Q: How did the soldier feel about Dr. Sadao and Hana?
A: The soldier felt gratitude and respect for them because they saved his life despite him being

their enemy.
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10. Q: What is the central theme of the story?
A: The central theme is that moral courage, compassion, and humanity should guide our actions
even in times of war.
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:: Long Answer type Questions ::

1. Q: Describe the moral dilemma faced by Dr. Sadao in the story.

A: Dr. Sadao faced a serious moral dilemma when he found a wounded American soldier on the
shore. As a Japanese citizen, he was expected to report the soldier to the authorities, because he
was an enemy during the war. However, as a skilled doctor, he felt morally obliged to save the
soldier's life. His professional ethics conflicted with his national loyalty. Despite the risks of
punishment and social disapproval, Dr. Sadao chose to treat the soldier secretly with the help of his
wife, Hana. This conflict highlights the central theme of the story: humanity and moral duty should
sometimes take precedence over blind nationalism.
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2. Q: How did Hana support Dr. Sadao and the soldier in the story?

A: Hana played a vital role in supporting her husband and the wounded soldier. She helped Dr.
Sadao with the treatment, cleaned the soldier's wounds, and provided comfort and encouragement
during his recovery. Hana was initially worried about the dangers of hiding an enemy soldier, but
she realized it was the right thing to do. Her compassion and courage complemented her husband'’s
moral decision. Hana's support ensured that the soldier could regain his strength and trust. The story
highlights her as an example of empathy, showing how ordinary people can perform extraordinary
acts of kindness even during times of war.
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3. Q: What is the central theme of “The Enemy” and how is it conveyed?

A: The central theme of “The Enemy”is that humanity, compassion, and moral responsibility are
more important than blind nationalism or fear of punishment. Pearl S. Buck conveys this theme
through Dr. Sadao’s actions. Despite knowing the soldier is his enemy, Dr. Sadao chooses to save
his life, following his conscience and professional ethics. The support of his wife, Hana, emphasizes
empathy and kindness. The story shows that personal ethics and humanity can guide people even
during the harsh circumstances of war. The author conveys that courage and compassion are
universal virtues that transcend nationality and conflict.
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:: Multiple Choice Questions ::

1. Who was Dr. Sadao?
a) A Japanese soldier b) A Japanese surgeon
¢) An American soldier d) A nurse
Answer: b) A Japanese surgeon
2. Where had Dr. Sadao studied?
a) China b) America ¢) England d) Germany
Answer: b) America
3. Who helped Dr. Sadao in treating the soldier?
a) His brother b) His wife Hana ¢) His friend d) His servant only
Answer: b) His wife Hana



4. Why was the soldier considered an enemy?
a) He was a spy b) He was Japanese
¢) He was an American during the war d) He was unarmed
Answer: ¢) He was an American during the war

5. How did Dr. Sadao find the soldier?
a) At the hospital b) On the battlefield ¢) On the shore, washed up d) In his garden
Answer: ¢) On the shore, washed up
6. What moral dilemma did Dr. Sadao face?
a) Choosing between money and service
b) Choosing between saving a life and obeying national duty
¢) Choosing between travel and work
d) Choosing between fame and family
Answer: b) Choosing between saving a life and obeying national duty
7. How did Hana react when she found the soldier?
a) She refused to help b) She was worried but agreed to help
) She reported him to authorities d) She left the house
Answer: b) She was worried but agreed to help
8. What role did the servant play in the story?
a) He killed the soldier b) He helped send the soldier to a safe place
¢) He ignored the soldier d) He reported the soldier
Answer: b) He helped send the soldier to a safe place
9. Why couldn’t the soldier communicate easily?
a) He was deaf b) He didn't speak Japanese
c) He was blind d) He was unconscious all the time
Answer: b) He didn't speak Japanese
10. What was the story’s central theme?
a) Bravery and war b) Humanity, compassion, and moral responsibility
) Love and friendship d) Adventure
Answer: b) Humanity, compassion, and moral responsibility
11. How did Dr. Sadao treat the soldier’'s wounds?
a) Secretly at home  b) In a hospital openlyc) In a public clinic  d) He did not treat
Answer: a) Secretly at home
12. Why couldn’t Dr. Sadao keep the soldier forever?
a) The soldier was cured b) It was too risky; authorities might discover him
c) The soldier wanted to leave d) He was captured by the enemy
Answer: b) It was too risky; authorities might discover him
13. What does the story show about war?
a) War is always fair b) Personal ethics and humanity matter even during war
¢) Only soldiers matter in war d) War is fun
Answer: b) Personal ethics and humanity matter even during war
14. How did the soldier feel about Dr. Sadao and Hana?
a) Angry and resentfulb) Grateful and respectful ¢) Indifferent d) Suspicious
Answer: b) Grateful and respectful
15. What decision of Dr. Sadao reflects his moral courage?
a) To study abroad b) To save the life of an enemy soldier secretly
¢) To build a big house d) To fight in the war
Answer: b) To save the life of an enemy soldier secretly



