“The Book That Saved the Earth” by ciaire Boiko

“The Book That Saved the Earth” is a humorous science fiction play written by Claire Boiko. The story
is set in the 25th century, where a historian in the “Museum of Ancient History” is giving a lecture
about the twentieth century, which was known as the “Era of the Book.” The historian explains how
a simple children’s book once saved the Earth from an alien invasion by the Martians.

The Martians, led by Think-Tank, the most powerful and intelligent ruler of Mars, plan to invade
Earth. Think-Tank believes himself to be a great genius, but he is actually foolish and overconfident.
He sends his crew—Captain Omega, Lieutenant lota, and Sergeant Oop—to Earth to collect
information before attacking.

The Martians land in a library on Earth but are confused by everything they see. They have never
seen books before, and they think books are strange objects. Sergeant Oop opens one book, and
Think-Tank, watching from Mars through a video screen, tries to guess what these objects are.
Think-Tank first says that books are sandwiches and orders his men to eat them. When they try, they
find them tasteless. Then, Think-Tank declares that books are used for communication. lota reads
some rhymes from a children’s book, “Mother Goose,” which says things like "Humpty Dumpty sat
on a wall.” Think-Tank misunderstands the rhymes and believes Earth has powerful weapons and
strange beings like Humpty Dumpty. He fears that the Earthlings have advanced knowledge and
could destroy Mars easily.

Scared, Think-Tank immediately cancels the invasion plan and orders his men to return to Mars.
Later, the historian explains that after this incident, Mars stopped trying to invade other planets and
even started sending gifts of friendship to Earth. The funny part is that a simple nursery rhyme book
— a children’s book — saved the entire planet Earth.

The story shows how ignorance and overconfidence can lead to foolishness. It also highlights the
importance of books as powerful tools of knowledge. Although the book that saved the Earth was
meant for children, it became a symbol of peace, intelligence, and misunderstanding between
planets.

In a deeper sense, Claire Boiko uses humor to criticize human pride and blind faith in technology.
The Martians, though highly advanced in science, were defeated by a simple book — showing that
true intelligence lies in understanding and wisdom, not just in science or machines. The play also
teaches that books preserve human thought, culture, and imagination — powerful enough to
change the world.

" g% oc Uos g " FAIR AIH! gRI fAfd U TavS g w1 Alcdh &1 HeT! 2541 g # gfed
Bl 8, S8l "W Sfagr SUeTad” # Ue SfagNeR d19d! Uel & IR H SIRedM < W61 §, o "gaahl
&1 " HET o1 AT | SATADHR FdTd § b B Uh WIURU S| 1 fhee A gedl &l Trat Tganial &
Ueh UeRA S{TehHUT I ST T |

TS TEaRR, T U & ey Wfadeimedt 3iR gfedr e, fie-¢% & Agd #, gadt UR 3Tehyur 64
B AT S0 g1 FUH-CP W P Uh A UAHTRITE TSI 7, Afhd aRad # a8 J™ 3R 3ifa-




STAIY § 1 I8 3T Ta—ah P+ SNANT, Qftierie 3fmateT 3R Wioie SU—db! A HR- U Ugd SIHBRI
IHGT B & ol Jedt TR AT g |

TS Tgari §ed R Ueh JXIeTad § 3avd &, i 981 off @ W 39d &, 39 ¢@dHR YiHd 81 Jd & |
3511 Ugd Ht frdTe T8l ot off, 3R I8 @Il § o fohelTe SeflaTRId a¥gd & | ioic &4 U fhdie
e 8, 3R Risp-2op, 71l U8 A U dif Sl TP & A1end § 3 @1 B, U8 3gHH a7 1 BRI
IR [P AT A G

fiep-Eep TR Pedl ¢ b fbars Fsfam § ok 3o Seferl ) 32 WM &1 3w 3T 81 o 3 IR
$d g, A 3= d Sare aTeh ¢ | fR, Rieh-dar diwon &l & s fordTd TaR & forg SuahT &t oircl € |
g3iieT S=l 1 fobelle, "HeR 9" 9 $© Biadid Uedl 5, g "1 S dlaR IR §81 YT Sl a1d g
T3 | -3 wiaarsit & Tad grsrar g 3R 7T g fob gedt & urg wifdaeneh saR ok g swh
SR 3rohte Troft €1 I SR 3 i gediariyat & Uiy I9d I € SR 9 T U Y ST & T8 HR Ghd!
gl

X ¥, Rid-¢h TR SATHAU DI Ao 5, BR odl & SR O GHIT B HIA U5 W dle BT MR
SaT 5| 91 8, 3fIENIER 9d1d § fob 39 U & 916, T A 30 T61 IR SAIHHUI AT G B 16T 3R
924t IR it & SUgR H 99 YE o U AvieR §1d I8 § o U YR TN iadT &) fohar -
T Sl i fobdd - = QX U8 Geat i s fera |

HEM a8 o H SRIar iR A AT THAT BT HROT & Tebal ¢ | T8 T & faed!
e & ©0 & Jxad! & Agd R U TSI STadt 81 gTdiiics Gt &l s aren fovare srai o forg o,
AT I8 81 & o9 20ifd, IfaHa SR TadwaH! & Udid o+ 15|

TR SISH! A TR o H, dd-icp § AHAN SEHR SR 3 faYTT Pt 3M1aemT A & ol g1
AT foaT B | HTa Tgare, fama & Siafiies 39d 8 & STace, U IR fhdie ¥ WRIfoid 81 18
- U8 iaT ¢ b =t gf G draat g an w=isi o e, afcs Ty ok I & fAfkd 81 Aes ug oft
fRrarar 3 fob fas AFdi faR, GXpfa iR Sed=T & WA IRl € - S G- &I seoH P g
T feT=at §

Short Answer Type Questions

1. Who was Think-Tank? %—% ﬁq Yre
Ans. He was the ruler of Mars, known for his overconfidence and foolishness.
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2. Why did Think-Tank send his crew to Earth? ¢ 7 St A ! qzaﬁ TR R} T

Ans. He wanted to collect information before invading Earth.
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3. Where did the Martians land on Earth? ScaTRd) gl ) HEI SIS DI?
Ans. They landed in a library.
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4. What mistake did Think-Tank make about books? fid-¢% 3 foraral & SR § a1 Tercht H1?
Ans. He thought books were sandwiches and ordered his crew to eat them.
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5. Which book did the Martians read? FRTTaTRdl A HH- fbdre ugh?
Ans. They read a children’s book called “Mother Goose.”
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6. How did the book save the Earth? fdTd 3 Gt &1 H4 s

Ans. The rhymes confused Think-Tank and made him believe Earth had great power, so he canceled
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7. What is the main message of the story? HEH! Bl H’@[ﬂ%{ﬂ T ?
Ans. Books are powerful sources of knowledge and wisdom.
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Long Answer Type Questions

1. Describe how a simple children’s book saved the Earth.
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Ans. A group of Martians led by Think-Tank planned to invade Earth. When they reached a library,
they found books and tried to understand them. Think-Tank, being foolish, thought books were
food. Later, they read a children’s book “Mother Goose,” which had nursery rhymes like "Humpty
Dumpty.” Think-Tank misinterpreted the rhymes as secret codes of dangerous Earth weapons and
got scared. He believed that Earthlings were more advanced than Martians and immediately
canceled the invasion. Thus, a simple children’s book saved the Earth from destruction.
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2. What lesson does “The Book That Saved the Earth” teach us?
"The Book That Saved the Farth” 8 &1 9ad @l 52
Ans. The story teaches that overconfidence and ignorance can lead to foolishness. Even though the

Martians were technologically advanced, they lacked real understanding. Think-Tank’s
misunderstanding of simple rhymes shows how pride blinds intelligence. The play also shows the
power of books — they store knowledge and imagination that can even save the world. It reminds
us that true wisdom lies not in machines but in learning and humility.
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Multiple Choice Questions

1. Who wrote “The Book That Saved the Earth”?
a) Pearl S. Buck b) Claire Boiko c) Mulk Raj Anand d) H.G. Wells
</ Answer: b) Claire Boiko
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2. In which century is the story set?

a) 20t b) 215t c) 25t d) 22nd

&/ Answer: c) 25th
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3. Who was Think-Tank?

a) A Martian ruler b) A scientist from Earth  ¢) A historian d) A librarian
< Answer: a) A Martian ruler
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4. Where did the Martians land?

a) A park b) A library ¢) A museum d) A battlefield
7 Answer: b) A library
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5. What book confused Think-Tank?
a) Alice in Wonderland b) Mother Goose  ¢) The Jungle Book d) Cinderella

</ Answer: b) Mother Goose
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6. What did Think-Tank think the books were?

a) Weapons b) Toys ¢) Sandwiches d) Maps
</ Answer: c¢) Sandwiches
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7. Why did Think-Tank cancel the invasion?

a) He was sick b) He thought Earth was powerful

c) His spaceship broke d) His soldiers refused

</ Answer: b) He thought Earth was powerful
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8. What is the theme of the story?

a) War and peace b) Power of books and human intelligence
c) Friendship d) Greed

</ Answer: b) Power of books and human intelligence
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