“On the Face of It” By Susan Hill

1. Introduction to the Characters

The story “On the Face of It" by Susan Hill is about two main characters: Derry, a young boy with a
physical disability, and Mr. Lamb, an elderly man who becomes his friend. Derry has a burn scar on
his face which makes him extremely self-conscious and shy. He feels rejected by society because
people treat him differently. He lives in a world where fear of judgment makes him isolate himself
from others.
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2. Derry’s Isolation

Derry avoids contact with people because of his scar. He believes that others will laugh at him or
reject him. He feels that life has been unfair to him. His world is small, and he limits himself to familiar
places. The story begins when Derry goes to a park, a place where he usually walks alone to escape
society’s gaze.
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3. Meeting Mr. Lamb

In the park, Derry meets Mr. Lamb, a cheerful and wise old man. Unlike others, Mr. Lamb is not
shocked or scared by Derry’s scar. Instead, he talks to Derry normally, with kindness and humor. Mr.
Lamb does not treat Derry as someone inferior. This is the first time Derry feels accepted. He is
surprised that someone can look past his physical appearance and treat him as a human being.
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4. Conversation and Advice

Derry and Mr. Lamb start talking about life. Mr. Lamb shares his philosophy that scars, both physical
and emotional, are part of life. He tells Derry that he should not let his appearance define his life or
limit his happiness. Mr. Lamb believes that people often judge too quickly, but it is important to face
the world bravely. He encourages Derry to have confidence and not let fear of others control him.
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5. Derry’s Response

At first, Derry is skeptical. He has always believed that people’s reactions are unavoidable and
negative. But Mr. Lamb’s gentle words make him think differently. He realizes that he has been hiding
behind his fear, and that there is a possibility of acceptance. For the first time, Derry feels a sense of
hope. He begins to see that not all people are cruel or judgmental. Mr. Lamb'’s view of life gives him
courage to consider stepping out of his isolation.
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6. Themes of the Story

The story emphasizes themes of acceptance, understanding, and human kindness. It shows that
people should not be judged by appearances. It also teaches that scars or disabilities do not reduce
a person'’s value. Friendship and empathy are important, and a kind word or action can change
someone’s perspective on life. Susan Hill uses Mr. Lamb as a symbol of wisdom and compassion,
and Derry represents vulnerability and fear of rejection.
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7. Conclusion

By the end of the story, Derry has learned an important lesson. He realizes that his scars do not
define him and that some people can see beyond appearances. Mr. Lamb'’s guidance encourages
him to face the world more confidently. The story leaves a strong message for readers: kindness and
understanding can transform lives, and courage can overcome fear. It is a story about growth, hope,
and the power of empathy.
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“Short Answer Questions”



1. Q: Who is Derry? U¥: SH B 2
A: Derry is a young boy with a burn scar on his face. He feels shy and rejected by society because
of his scar.
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2. Q: Who is Mr. Lamb? T¥: fBRe3 ot &1 2

A: Mr. Lamb is an old man who meets Derry in the park. He is kind, cheerful, and wise, and he
becomes Derry'’s friend.
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3. Q: Why does Derry avoid people? U%: S8 A I ST R
A: Derry avoids people because he is afraid of their reactions to his scar and feels rejected.
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4. Q: Where do Derry and Mr. Lamb meet?
A: They meet in a park where Derry goes to be alone and escape society’s judgment.
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5. Q: How does Mr. Lamb react to Derry’s scar?
A: Mr. Lamb is not shocked or afraid. He treats Derry normally and with kindness.
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6. Q: What advice does Mr. Lamb give Derry?
A: He advises Derry not to let his scar define his life and to face the world bravely.
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7. Q: How does Derry feel after talking to Mr. Lamb?

A: Derry feels hope and realizes that not all people are cruel or judgmental.
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8. Q: What is the central theme of the story?
A: The central theme is that kindness, understanding, and courage are more important than
judging by appearances.
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9. Q: Why is Mr. Lamb considered wise?
A: He is wise because he looks beyond appearances and teaches Derry to face life with courage.
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10. Q: What lesson does Derry learn? U¥: S8 PH 1 aS WaaT g7
A: Derry learns that scars or disabilities do not reduce a person’s worth and that some people can

accept him for who he is.

%Eﬂ&fﬁaﬁz

IR: B3 T8 Traan g for FA=me a1 faswairar forsdt safad & Je & 1 81 drdl 31k $8 arT 39
I 3l TgaH & o TpR R Thd 3

“Long Answer Questions”

1. Q: Describe Derry’s character and his feelings about his scar.

A: Derry is a sensitive and shy boy with a burn scar on his face. He feels embarrassed and isolated
because of it. He believes that society will always judge him for his appearance and treat him
differently. His scar has affected his confidence and made him avoid social contact. Derry spends
much of his time alone, fearing rejection. However, he is also curious about the world and open to
understanding. His meeting with Mr. Lamb helps him begin to change his perception, but initially,
Derry struggles with self-doubt and loneliness caused by his scar.
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2. Q: How does Mr. Lamb help Derry change his attitude?

A: Mr. Lamb helps Derry by treating him kindly and not judging him for his scar. He shares his wisdom
that scars and disabilities are part of life and should not limit a person’s happiness. Through
conversation and encouragement, he teaches Derry to face the world with confidence. He shows
that true friendship and human understanding are more important than superficial appearances. Mr.
Lamb’s cheerful and empathetic attitude inspires Derry to reconsider his isolation and fear. By
listening to Mr. Lamb, Derry learns to value his own worth and gains hope that he can be accepted
by some people despite his physical difference.
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3. Q: What is the central message of the story?

A: The central message of “On the Face of /t”is that physical appearance does not determine a
person’s worth. Society often judges people superficially, but kindness, empathy, and courage are
more important. The story emphasizes the importance of human connection and understanding. It
shows that friendships and compassionate guidance can help people overcome fear and isolation.
Derry learns to face life bravely and appreciate his own value. Susan Hill teaches readers that
differences and scars are a part of life and that embracing humanity is more meaningful than judging
by looks. The story is ultimately about hope, courage, and empathy.
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“Multiple Choice Questions”

1. Who is the main character of the story?
a) Mr. Lamb b) Derry ¢) Susan Hill d) None Answer: b) Derry
2. Who is Mr. Lamb?
a) Derry’s father b) An old man in the park c) Derry's teacher d) A doctor
Answer: b) An old man in the park
3. What physical disability does Derry have?
a) Blindness b) A burn scar on his face c) A broken leg d) Hearing problem
Answer: b) A burn scar on his face
4. Why is Derry shy and isolated?
a) He is lazy b) Because of his scar ¢) He is sick d) He is poor
Answer: b) Because of his scar



5. Where do Derry and Mr. Lamb meet?
a) At home b) In the park ¢) At school d) In the hospital
Answer: b) In the park
6. How does Mr. Lamb react to Derry’s scar?
a) Shocked b) Frightened c) Calm and kind  d) Angry
Answer: ¢) Calm and kind
7. What lesson does Mr. Lamb teach Derry?
a) Wealth is important b) Bravery and kindness matter more than appearances
c) Appearances are everything  d) Study hard
Answer: b) Bravery and kindness matter more than appearances
8. How does Derry feel after meeting Mr. Lamb?
a) Fearful b) Hopeful c) Angry d) Sad
Answer: b) Hopeful
9. Why does Derry avoid society?
a) He is il b) Fear of judgment c) He is lazy d) He is working
Answer: b) Fear of judgment
10. What does Mr. Lamb symbolize?
a) Wisdom and kindness b) Fear ¢) Loneliness d) Anger
Answer: a) Wisdom and kindness
11. What is the central theme of the story?
a) Friendship, courage, and empathy b) War c) Adventure d) Wealth
Answer: a) Friendship, courage, and empathy
12. How does Derry’s perception of himself change?
a) He feels hopeless b) He becomes aware of his worth
c) He feels angry d) He ignores advice
Answer: b) He becomes aware of his worth
13. Why is the story titled “On the Face of It™?
a) Because it is about Derry's face and his scars b) Because it's about a mirror
¢) Because of Mr. Lamb’s face d) None
Answer: a) Because it is about Derry’s face and his scars
14. Which quality of Mr. Lamb helps Derry?
a) His money b) His kindness and empathy c) His strength  d) His intelligence
Answer: b) His kindness and empathy
15. What does the story teach about differences?
a) Differences are shameful b) Differences should be embraced
¢) Differences cause fear d) Differences should be hidden
Answer: b) Differences should be embraced



