Memories of Childhood

Part | - "The Cutting of My Long Hair” By zitkala-sa

Zitkala-Sa, a Native American girl, narrates her experience at a missionary school where her long
hair, a symbol of her identity and pride, is forcibly cut. The story highlights cultural oppression, loss
of freedom, and the pain of assimilation experienced by Native American children in such schools.
Zitkala-Sa's long hair is very important to her. It represents her cultural heritage, femininity, and
personal pride. Her hair is described as beautiful, shiny, and long enough to reach her waist. She
feels a deep emotional connection to it, and it symbolizes her identity as a Native American girl
living in her community.

One day, Zitkala-Sa's mother sends her to a missionary school run by white Americans. At first, she
is excited but soon realizes that the school is strict and oppressive. The teachers and staff expect the
children to abandon their cultural practices and adopt the customs, dress, and hairstyles of white
Americans. Zitkala-Sa is warned that her hair must be cut to conform to the school’s rules.

The moment of the haircut is traumatic. Zitkala-Sa is frightened and resistant. She clings to her hair
and pleads with the teachers, explaining its significance. Despite her protests, the teachers forcibly
cut her hair. Zitkala-Sa feels a deep sense of loss and humiliation. Her hair, once a source of pride,
iIs now gone, leaving her emotionally wounded.

Through this experience, Zitkala-Sa highlights the theme of cultural oppression. The school seeks to
erase Native American identity by imposing foreign customs. The haircut is symbolic of the larger
process of assimilation, where children are stripped of their cultural heritage and forced to adopt
the dominant culture’'s norms. The story demonstrates how such practices affect a child’s self-
esteem, personal freedom, and sense of identity.

Zitkala-Sa's narrative is powerful because it conveys the emotional and psychological impact of
cultural suppression. The author uses vivid descriptions of her hair and the traumatic experience to
evoke empathy in the reader. The story also criticizes the missionary schools’ policy of erasing
indigenous culture in the name of education and “civilization.”

In the end, the story is a reflection on resilience and identity. Although Zitkala-Sa’s hair is cut, her
memories and cultural roots remain intact. She continues to value her heritage, and the narrative
serves as a critique of the injustices faced by Native American children in the early 20th century.
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Short Answer Type Questions

1. Q: Why were Zitkala-Sa’s long hair important to her?

A: Her hair represented her cultural heritage, identity, and pride as a Native American girl.
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2. Q: Where was Zitkala-Sa sent by her mother?

A: She was sent to a missionary school run by white Americans.
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3. Q: How did the school treat Native American customs?
A: The school forced children to abandon their customs and adopt white American practices.
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4. Q: How did Zitkala-Sa feel during the haircut?
A: She felt frightened, humiliated, and deeply saddened.
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5. Q: What does the haircut symbolize?
A: It symbolizes cultural oppression and the loss of identity.
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6. Q: What lesson does the story teach about culture?

A: The story teaches the importance of valuing and preserving one’s cultural heritage.
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Long Answer Type Question

Q: Describe Zitkala-Sa’s experience at the missionary school and its impact on her.

A: Zitkala-Sa's experience at the missionary school was traumatic. She was forced to abandon her
cultural practices and conform to white American norms. The most painful moment was when her
long hair, a symbol of her identity and pride, was cut by the teachers against her will. She felt fear,
humiliation, and loss. This experience represents the cultural oppression faced by Native American
children and the forced assimilation policies of the schools. The haircut symbolizes the erasure of
her identity, but despite this, Zitkala-Sa retains her memories and respect for her heritage. The story
highlights the psychological and emotional effects of such oppression.

fIHTE-T1 BT HRAR] THd § 3Hd 9gd gUe UT| 39 (U Aikapidd TUTSf &I BIg 3R Thg
3R AA-RATS 3™ & forg ToTeR foban 77| T gWa &1 dd 31T Sd SHd dd &1, S S|
T 3R 7Td BT Udiiep &, IqPh! 33T & RAATH Ble 13T M| I T, 30 3R 811 Hegy &1 T8
34T AfeT MR®! Sl GRT Sdl T ARBIAH GHA IR STaRA SAHZARA T UfAfAfd Rl g | a1
Flel D! UgdH &1 fHers M &1 Udle 8, dfe 39 dravle, Napar-ar ot Wfaar 3R
IR foRIad BT T S8 39T 81 ! T8 i & AFRIES 3R UGS THTd &I e2ifdt ]




Multiple Choice Questions

. Who wrote “The Cutting of My Long Hair"?
a) Pearl S. Buck b) Zitkala-Sa ¢) Mark Twain d) William Shakespeare
Answer: b) Zitkala-Sa
. What does Zitkala-Sa’s hair symbolize?
a) Fashion b) Wealth c) Cultural identity and pride d) Strength
Answer: ¢) Cultural identity and pride
. Why was Zitkala-Sa sent to the missionary school?
a) For vacation b) To learn English and adopt white customs
) To play sports d) To visit relatives
Answer: b) To learn English and adopt white customs
. How did Zitkala-Sa feel when her hair was cut?
a) Happy b) Fearful and humiliated ¢) Indifferent d) Excited
Answer: b) Fearful and humiliated
. Who forced her hair to be cut?
a) Her mother b) School teachers ¢) Her friends d) Servants
Answer: b) School teachers
. What theme does the story highlight?
a) Adventure b) Cultural oppression and loss of identity
c) Love story d) Comedy
Answer: b) Cultural oppression and loss of identity
. How does Zitkala-Sa retain her cultural pride?
a) By running away b) Through memories and respect for her heritage
c) By fighting d) By writing letters
Answer: b) Through memories and respect for her heritage
. What is the story’s lesson?
a) Obey all rules blindly b) Education is unnecessary
c) Preserve and value one’s cultural heritage  d) Beauty is the most important
Answer: ¢) Preserve and value one’s cultural heritage



Memories of Childhood

Part Il - “"We Too Are Human Beings” By Bama

“We Too Are Human Beings” by Bama is an autobiographical account that highlights the
discrimination faced by Dalits in India, especially in Tamil Nadu. The essay describes the everyday
struggles, humiliation, and inequality that Dalit people experience, even in the simplest aspects of
life. Bama shares her personal experiences growing up in a Dalit community, emphasizing the social
barriers imposed by caste.

Bama recalls instances from her school days where she faced prejudice and insult because of her
caste. Teachers and classmates often treated Dalit children differently. They were made to sit
separately, given different utensils, and sometimes even denied participation in activities. These
actions conveyed a message that Dalits were inferior and unwelcome in mainstream society.

She also mentions how the caste system affected employment opportunities, economic conditions,
and social mobility. Dalit families were often forced to do menial jobs and were paid less than others.
The societal norms were rigid, and even educated Dalits struggled to break free from these
stereotypes.

Despite facing discrimination, Bama describes the courage and resilience of Dalit people. They were
determined to live with dignity and fight for their rights. She emphasizes that Dalits, like any other
human beings, have aspirations, emotions, and the desire to lead a respectable life. The essay
appeals to the reader’s conscience and urges society to acknowledge Dalits as equal human beings.

The narrative also highlights the hypocrisy in social behavior. While Dalits were expected to perform
duties and serve others, they were not treated with the same respect. Bama's writing is emotional
and poignant, reflecting both anger and hope. Her observations underline the urgent need for social
reform and equality.

Bama's essay is a powerful reminder of human rights, equality, and social justice. By sharing her
story, she gives a voice to millions of Dalits who face discrimination daily. The essay inspires readers
to reflect on their attitudes and encourages inclusive behavior. It serves as an educational text for
understanding caste-based inequality and the importance of treating every individual with dignity.
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Short Answer Type Questions

1. Q: Who is the author of “We Too Are Human Beings”?
A: The author is Bama, a writer from Tamil Nadu who belongs to a Dalit community.
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2. Q: What kind of discrimination did Bama face at school?
A: She faced caste-based discrimination, like sitting separately, using different utensils, and being

denied participation in activities.
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3. Q: How did caste affect employment and economic status?
A: Dalit families were often forced to do menial jobs and were paid less, limiting their social mobility.
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4. Q: What qualities of Dalit people does Bama highlight?

A: She highlights their courage, resilience, determination, and desire to live with dignity.
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5. Q: What message does the essay convey about humanity?

A: The essay conveys that Dalits are equal human beings and deserve respect, equality, and dignity.
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6. Q: How does Bama inspire social change?

A: By sharing her experiences, Bama encourages readers to reflect on caste discrimination and treat
everyone equally.
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Long Answer Type Question

Q: Explain the central theme of “We Too Are Human Beings”.

Ans: The central theme of Bama's essay is caste-based discrimination and the struggle of Dalits for
dignity and equality. The essay shows how Dalits face humiliation, inequality, and social exclusion
from childhood. Bama emphasizes that despite hardships, Dalits have courage, determination, and
human aspirations like anyone else. The essay appeals to readers to recognize the humanity of Dalits
and to fight against social injustice. It highlights the need for education, social awareness, and
empathy to bring equality in society. The story is not only a personal account but also a call to action
for societal reform and a reminder that Dalits are equal human beings.
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Multiple Choice Questions

. Who wrote “We Too Are Human Beings”?
a) RK. Narayan b) Bama ¢) Mahatma Gandhi d) Premchand
Answer: b) Bama
. What community does Bama belong to?
a) Upper caste b) Dalit ¢) Tribal d) Muslim
Answer: b) Dalit
. What kind of discrimination is highlighted in the essay?
a) Gender-based b) Caste-based c) Language-based d) Age-based
Answer: b) Caste-based
. Where did Bama face discrimination first?
a) Workplace b) Market  ¢) School d) Home Answer: ¢) School
. How were Dalit children treated in school?
a) Equally b)) With preference c) Differently, sometimes separately d) Ignored only
Answer: c) Differently, sometimes separately
. What is the main message of the essay?
a) Dalits are inferior b) Dalits are equal human beings
c) Dalits should leave society d) Dalits should hide
Answer: b) Dalits are equal human beings
. Which quality of Dalit people does Bama emphasize?
a) Laziness  b) Courage and resilience c¢) Fearfulness d) Indifference
Answer: b) Courage and resilience
. What does Bama suggest for social equality?
a) Education and awareness b) Avoiding social interaction
) Segregation d) Migration
Answer: a) Education and awareness



