Journey to the End of the Earth sy : Tishani Doshi

Introduction

“Journey to the End of the Earth” is a travelogue written by the Indian writer Tishani Doshi. In this
story, she describes her journey to Antarctica, the coldest, driest, and windiest continent on Earth.
Through this journey, she shares her thoughts about the history of our planet, the importance of the
environment, and how human actions are changing the Earth.
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The Journey Begins

The author joined an educational program called “Students on Ice”, which takes young students to
Antarctica to make them understand the importance of environmental balance. The journey was
long and tiring. She traveled from Madras (Chennai) to Antarctica, crossing many time zones and
oceans — from the warm, crowded lands of Asia to the icy white deserts of the South Pole.
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Reaching Antarctica

After traveling for almost two weeks, she finally reached the icy continent. The sight of Antarctica
amazed her — miles and miles of white ice, no trees, no buildings, no noise, and no signs of human
life. Everything was silent and pure. She felt that she had reached a place that looked like the
beginning of the planet itself — untouched and natural.
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History of the Earth

The author explains that millions of years ago, all the continents of the world were joined together
as one huge landmass called Gondwana Land. Later, due to the movement of tectonic plates, this
landmass broke apart and formed the continents we know today. Antarctica was once part of this
land and was full of forests and living creatures.
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From Green Land to Ice Desert

When Antarctica drifted to the South Pole, its climate changed completely. The forests disappeared,
the land became covered with thick ice, and it turned into a frozen desert. This change reminds us
that climate change is a natural process, but human actions are now speeding it up dangerously.
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Human Impact on the Earth

The author feels that humans have done too much damage to nature in a very short time — through
deforestation, pollution, and industrialization. We are cutting down forests, polluting rivers and air,
and melting ice caps through global warming. Antarctica is now the best place to study these
changes because it still remains mostly untouched by humans.
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Importance of Antarctica
Antarctica is like a time machine — it helps scientists understand how the Earth’s climate has
changed over millions of years. The ice layers there hold information about past climates and air
composition. By studying these ice cores, scientists can predict future climate trends and understand
how to protect the planet.
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Life on the Ship
During the journey, the author lived on a Russian research ship named Akademik Shokalskiy. There

were students from all over the world. They studied the ecosystem, glaciers, and marine life. They
saw whales, seals, and penguins in their natural environment. The students learned how every
element of nature — air, water, ice, and life — is connected.
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The Drake Passage Experience

On the way to Antarctica, they crossed the Drake Passage, which separates South America from
Antarctica. It is one of the roughest seas in the world. The author felt the power of nature there —
the wild waves, strong winds, and endless ocean made her realize how small and fragile humans are
compared to nature.
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Life Forms in Antarctica
Even though Antarctica looks lifeless, it actually supports many forms of life — like lichens, mosses,
algae, krill, seals, whales, and penguins. The author understood that even in extreme conditions, life



finds a way to survive. This taught her about the balance of nature and the interdependence of
species.

gTalTer feTdhiedT - 7 foifa TTdT 8, Afh gl ardd & o3 oifd U Hig & — S T3, BT, QaTa, fobd,
W, R 3R TE | AT 3 THe [ Sicdd pie ulRfRufaat § oft Siiam o 31T &1 IkaT ge dar g | 399
3= UPHfd & Aqa 3R Uonfadl &) aRees FRdr o1 79 gaml

Lessons for the Students

The students learned more from nature in a few days than from years of classroom teaching. They
realized that every action of humans affects the planet — melting ice in Antarctica can raise sea
levels and flood many cities. The trip made them aware that protecting the environment is not just
a choice but a necessity.
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Message of the Story

The main message of this story is that we must understand our planet’s history to protect its future.
The author believes that if we do not respect nature and continue to exploit it, we will destroy the
delicate balance that keeps life alive. Antarctica stands as a warning and a lesson for humanity.
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Conclusion

At the end of the journey, Tishani Doshi felt transformed. She realized that the trip was not just about
visiting a new place — it was about understanding the planet and our role in it. Antarctica taught
her humility, awareness, and the urgent need to care for the Earth.
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Final Thought
Through this travelogue, the author reminds us that we are just a small part of this great planet. To
live in harmony with nature, we must protect and respect it — before it's too late.
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:: Short Answer type Questions ::

1. Question: Why did Tishani Doshi visit Antarctica?

Answer: Tishani Doshi visited Antarctica as part of the educational program “Students on Ice,” to
study and understand the effects of global warming and climate change on the Earth.

sl 1: faeri =it siershies =il 157

IR fo=mi SR S cH 31 HTSY” AHS QNeifOd HRIGH & ded Siethicd T8 off arfd d geat IR
A I 3R STearg IRad- & YHTa! o1 THg Tas |

2. Question: What is the main aim of the ‘Students on Ice’ program?

Answer: The main aim of the ‘Students on Ice’ program is to educate young students about the
importance of environmental balance and to make them aware of climate change by visiting
Antarctica.
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3. Question: How is Antarctica different from other places on Earth?
Answer: Antarctica is the coldest, driest, and windiest continent. It has no trees, no human
population, and is covered entirely with ice, making it unique and untouched by humans.
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4. Question: What does the author mean by calling Antarctica a “time machine”?

Answer: The author calls Antarctica a “time machine” because its ice layers preserve the history of
Earth’s climate for millions of years, helping scientists study the past and predict the future.
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5. Question: What did the students learn from their journey to Antarctica?

Answer: The students learned about the importance of ecological balance, interdependence of life
forms, and the serious effects of human actions on the environment.
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6. Question: What is the significance of studying Antarctica today?

Answer: Studying Antarctica helps us understand global warming, melting ice caps, and rising sea
levels — all of which affect life on Earth.
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7. Question: What did the author experience while crossing the Drake Passage?
Answer: While crossing the Drake Passage, the author experienced the roughest seas and realized
the immense power of nature compared to human weakness.
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8. Question: How does Antarctica help in understanding climate change?

Answer: Antarctica’s untouched environment and ancient ice layers provide clear evidence of how
climate and temperature have changed over millions of years.
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9. Question: What message does Tishani Doshi convey through this story?
Answer: She conveys that human beings must respect nature and maintain ecological balance;
otherwise, they will destroy the planet’s future.
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10. Question: What lesson did the author learn from her journey to Antarctica?

Answer: The author learned humility and awareness — that humans are just a small part of nature,
and protecting the Earth is everyone’s responsibility.
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:: Long Answer type Questions ::

1. Question: Describe Tishani Doshi’s journey to Antarctica and her experiences there.
Answer: Tishani Doshi’s journey to Antarctica was part of the educational program “Students on Ice.”
She traveled from India to Antarctica, crossing oceans and the Drake Passage. On arrival, she was
amazed by the vast, silent, icy landscape. She observed glaciers, marine life, and the harsh climate.
Living on a research ship, she interacted with students from around the world and studied penguins,
whales, and seals in their natural environment. The journey helped her understand the fragility of
life, the interdependence of species, and the importance of environmental balance. The experience
made her realize the power of nature and the impact of human activities on the Earth.
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2. Question: How does Antarctica help scientists understand climate change?

Answer: Antarctica is crucial for studying climate change because its ice sheets contain layers that
preserve information about the Earth’s past climate. These ice cores reveal data about temperature,
air composition, and historical changes over millions of years. By analyzing these layers, scientists
can understand how climate patterns have shifted naturally and how human activities are
accelerating changes. Antarctica’s largely untouched environment provides a clear picture of global
warming, melting ice caps, and rising sea levels. Observing glaciers, icebergs, and wildlife also helps
scientists study ecosystem changes. Therefore, Antarctica serves as both a laboratory and a warning
for humanity about the urgent need to protect our planet.
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3. Question: What message does Tishani Doshi convey through her journey to Antarctica?
Answer: Through her journey, Tishani Doshi conveys a strong message about the importance of
protecting the Earth. She emphasizes that humans are only a small part of nature and that every
action we take affects the planet. Antarctica, with its untouched environment, teaches humility and
awareness, showing how fragile life and ecosystems are. She warns that deforestation, pollution, and
global warming are endangering the Earth’s balance. The journey inspires readers, especially
students, to respect nature and maintain ecological balance. Her experience shows that
understanding the past and current state of our planet is essential for safeguarding the future,
making environmental protection a responsibility for all.
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:: Multiple Choice Questions ::

1. Who took Tishani Doshi to Antarctica?
A) A family trip  B) “Students on Ice” program  C) Solo expedition D) Research organization
2. What is the main purpose of the “Students on Ice” program?
A) To climb mountains B) To study and understand the environment
C) To write a novel D) To visit tourist places
3. How did Tishani travel to Antarctica?
A) By train B) By ship and airplane C) By car D) By bus
4. What natural phenomenon did she experience in the Drake Passage?

A) Volcano eruption B) Rough seas and strong winds  C) Earthquake D) Tsunami

5. Why is Antarctica called a “time machine”?
A) Because it travels through time B) Because its ice layers preserve climate history
C) Because it has old buildings D) Because it is very cold

6. Which animals did the author observe in Antarctica?
A) Tigers and lions ~ B) Penguins, seals, and whales C) Camels and goats D) Elephants and deer
7. What did Tishani learn from observing life in Antarctica?
A) Life is easy everywhere B) Life can survive even in extreme conditions
C) Animals are stronger than humans D) Antarctica is dangerous
8. Which continent was part of Gondwana Land?
A) Antarctica B) Africa Q) India D) All of the above
9. What does Antarctica teach humans about nature?
A) That humans are the strongest  B) To travel more C) To exploit natural resources
D) Humility, awareness, and the importance of environmental protection
10. What is the significance of ice layers in Antarctica?

A) They make the continent beautiful B) They contain information about past climates
C) They are used for tourism D) They are very thick

11. What is the main environmental concern highlighted in the story?
A) Overpopulation B) Human activities causing climate change and global warming
C) Wildlife hunting D) Deforestation only in India

12. Which ocean did Tishani cross to reach Antarctica?
A) Pacific Ocean B) Indian Ocean and Southern Ocean C) Atlantic Ocean D) Arctic Ocean
13. What lesson does the story give to students?

A) To focus only on studies B) To respect nature and maintain ecological balance
C) To explore new countries D) To travel alone
14. Why is Antarctica still important for scientific research?
A) It has no human population B) It preserves data about Earth’s climate and ecosystems
C) ltis very cold D) It is unexplored

15. What does Tishani realize about humans after visiting Antarctica?
A) Humans control nature B) Humans are a small part of nature and must protect it
C) Humans are stronger than animals D) Humans can survive anywhere



