“Footprints without Feet” sy H.c. wells

Part 1: Introduction

The story “Footprints without Feet”by H.G. Wells is a fascinating tale of a brilliant scientist named
Griffin, who discovered a way to become invisible. He made himself invisible by swallowing a strange
potion that made his body transparent like glass. However, this power of invisibility, instead of
helping him, turned his life into a curse.
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Part 2: Griffin's Experiment and Misuse

Griffin was a brilliant scientist but an irresponsible and selfish man. He wanted to use his invention
for personal gain and revenge. He burned the house of his landlord who tried to evict him, and then
became invisible to escape. He walked through the streets of London wearing nothing, leaving
behind only footprints without feet — which amazed and frightened people.
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Part 3: Griffin's Struggle for Clothes and Shelter

Because Griffin was invisible, he could not live normally. He needed clothes, food, and shelter. To
survive, he entered a big London store, where he ate food and slept in the warm place. But when
the store opened in the morning, people saw signs of someone inside, and Griffin had to remove his
clothes again to escape.
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Part 4: Griffin in the Theatrical Company

To cover himself again, Griffin entered a theatrical company, where he stole warm clothes, bandages,
dark glasses, a false nose, and whiskers. He looked like a strange man — his face fully covered and
eyes hidden. Now, he was no longer naked but still suspicious-looking.
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Part 5: Griffin in Iping Village

Griffin reached a village named Iping and took a room in an inn run by Mrs. Hall. He paid in advance
and behaved rudely, asking not to be disturbed. Soon, people in the village became suspicious of
him because of his strange looks and secretive behavior. Later, when money was stolen from the
clergyman’s house, people started believing that the stranger was behind it.
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Part 6: Discovery and Escape

When the police came to arrest him, Griffin removed all his clothes and became invisible again.
People were shocked and frightened to see a man disappearing before their eyes. He beat the
constable and escaped once more, proving that though science gave him power, he used it for
wrong deeds.
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Part 7: Message of the Story

The story gives a strong message: Scientific knowledge without moral values is dangerous. Griffin
was intelligent but lacked humanity and ethics. His invention could have been a gift to mankind, but
his selfishness turned it into a curse.
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Short Answer Type Questions

Q1. Who was Griffin? RIfted &1 u1?
Ans. Griffin was a brilliant scientist who discovered how to make the human body invisible.
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Q2. How did Griffin become invisible? fIftT 3re<a & g1 Tam?
Ans. Griffin swallowed a rare drug that made his body as transparent as glass.
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Q3. Why did Griffin set his landlord’s house on fire?
Rifte 7 3ru A= Hiferes & TR | 3T T TS?

Griffin’s landlord tried to evict him, so he took revenge by burning his house.
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Q4. Why were people surprised to see footprints in London?
ded § WY & A== Taee A snerfafea wif gu?
Ans. People saw footprints appearing without any visible person, which shocked them.
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Q5. How did Griffin escape from the London store? Riftp die @R ¥ 9 yrT fAwan

Ans. When he was discovered, he removed all his clothes again and became invisible to escape.
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Q6. Why did Mrs. Hall find Griffin strange? f1adt gTa &1 Rifte srefia =l awm?

Ans. Mrs. Hall found Griffin's bandaged face, hidden eyes, and rude behavior very strange.
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Q7. What is the main theme of the story? HgFI &1 J&I faud &1 82
Ans. The main theme is misuse of science and the danger of knowledge without morality.
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Long Answer Type Questions

Q1. Describe Griffin's character. e & I &1 qui Gl

Ans. Griffin was a brilliant scientist but a man without conscience. His discovery of invisibility showed
his great intelligence, yet his actions revealed his cruelty and selfishness. He used science for revenge
and theft, burning his landlord’s house and stealing wherever he went. His invisibility gave him
power, but he used it for evil, not good. Through Griffin, the author warns that science without
morality can destroy both the scientist and society.
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Q2. What message does H.G. Wells convey through the story?
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Ans. The story teaches that science must serve humanity, not harm it. Griffin used his invention for
personal benefit and became a criminal. His invisibility isolated him from society, turning his life into
misery. The story shows that knowledge without compassion leads to destruction. The author warns
us that true progress combines intelligence with moral values.
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Multiple Choice Questions

1. Who wrote “Footprints without Feet”?

a) H.G. Wells b) Pearl S. Buck c) R.K. Narayan d) Ruskin Bond
Answer: a) H.G. Wells
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2. What did Griffin discover?

a) A flying machine b) A drug to make the body invisible

c) A time machine d) A cure for fever

Answer: b) A drug to make the body invisible
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3. Why did Griffin burn his landlord’s house?

a) For fun b) For revenge c) For experiment d) For money
Answer: b) For revenge
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4. Where did Griffin first hide after becoming invisible?

a) In a theatre b) In a London store ¢) In a church d) In a car
Answer: b) In a London store
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5. Who owned the inn at Iping?

a) Mrs. Hall b) Mrs. Pearce c) Mrs. Smith d) Mrs. Wells
Answer: a) Mrs. Hall
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6. Why did people suspect Griffin?

a) He was very rich b) He looked strange and behaved secretly
c) He was friendly d) He was a traveler
Answer: b) He looked strange and behaved secretly
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7. What happened when the police tried to arrest him?

a) He cried b) He became invisible and escaped

¢) He surrendered d) He was caught

Answer: b) He became invisible and escaped
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8. What moral does the story teach?

a) Money is everything b) Honesty is useless
¢) Science without humanity is dangerous d) Revenge is good
Answer: ¢) Science without humanity is dangerous
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