“Bholi” by K. A. Abbas

“Bholi” is a touching short story written by K. A. Abbas that highlights the importance of education,
self-confidence, and women's empowerment. The story revolves around a simple village girl named
Bholi, whose real name is Sulekha. She was the youngest daughter of Ramlal, a revenue officer.
Bholi was different from her other siblings. When she was ten months old, she fell off her cot and
injured her brain, which made her a little backward and slow in learning. Later, she also suffered from
smallpox, which left her face full of pockmarks. Because of this, everyone in the family and village
made fun of her and called her ‘Bholi".

Her father Ramlal had seven children — three sons and four daughters — and Bholi was considered
unlucky. No one cared for her or thought about her future. She wore old clothes passed down from
her sisters and remained neglected.

One day, the District Officer visited the village and inaugurated a girls’ primary school. He asked
Ramlal to send his daughters to school as an example to others. Ramlal’s wife protested, saying it
was useless to educate girls who would be married off soon. But Ramlal thought it would not harm
to send Bholi since no one would marry her due to her looks and dullness.

Bholi was frightened at first when she went to school. She had never been treated kindly before. But
her teacher spoke to her with affection and encouragement. For the first time, Bholi felt loved and
respected. The teacher motivated her to speak without fear and promised that she would soon learn
to read and speak confidently. Gradually, under the teacher’'s guidance, Bholi gained confidence,
self-respect, and courage. Education transformed her personality completely.

Years passed, and one day, a marriage proposal came for Bholi from Bishamber Nath, a rich but
middle-aged grocer. He was much older than her, had a limp, and had grown-up children. Still, her
parents agreed because he demanded no dowry. On the wedding day, Bishamber saw pockmarks
on Bholi's face and suddenly demanded five thousand rupees as dowry. Ramlal was shocked but
helpless. He begged and even placed the money at Bishamber's feet.

At that moment, Bholi showed great courage. She refused to marry Bishamber, calling him greedy
and mean. She said she would not marry such a man and would instead stay at home to serve her
parents and teach in the same school. Everyone was stunned by her bravery.

The story ends with Bholi’s transformation — from a timid, neglected girl to a bold, self-respecting
woman who stands up for her dignity. Through Bholi’s character, K. A. Abbas shows that education
gives women the power to fight against injustice and inequality.
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Short Answer Type Questions

1. Why was Sulekha called ‘Bholi’? eIl &1 "Hicil' &l sl STl UT?
Answer: Because she was simple, slow in learning, and often stammered while speaking.
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2. What made Bholi different from other children? Hidil 3 s ¥ forg TR e <t
Answer: She was backward in learning and her face was disfigured by smallpox marks.
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3. Why did Ramlal decide to send Bholi to school?
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Answer: Because the Tehsildar advised him to send his daughters to school, and he thought no

one would marry Bholi anyway.
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4. Who encouraged Bholi to speak without fear?
Hieit o1 fae1 SR dler & forg fobaa T foa?

Answer: Her kind and loving teacher encouraged her.

IqD! A1 3R Tt st 7 IV SR Sl Siaq o1 dreareH |

5. Who was Bishamber Nath? fa=I%R =19 &9 97
Answer: He was a middle-aged, lame, and greedy man who wanted to marry Bholi for money.
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6. How did Bholi react when Bishamber demanded dowry?
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Answer: She refused to marry him and called him greedy and mean.
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7. What change did education bring in Bholi? Hiei & f1&1 ¥ &1 uRad- smar?
Answer: Education gave her confidence, courage, and self-respect.
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Long Answer Type Questions

1. Describe Bholi’'s transformation from a timid girl to a confident woman.
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Answer: At first, Bholi was a shy, stammering, and neglected girl. Everyone mocked her for her looks
and dullness. When she was sent to school, she met a kind teacher who encouraged her to speak
and study. Gradually, Bholi developed confidence through education. Years later, when a greedy
man demanded dowry on the wedding day, Bholi refused to marry him. She stood up for her dignity
and decided to serve her parents and teach in the school. Her transformation shows how education
empowers women and gives them self-respect.
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2. What message does the story “Bholi” convey? P! ‘Uil T H3wr et 82

Answer: The story “Bholi” conveys a strong message about the power of education and women's
empowerment. Bholi, once considered dull and ugly, becomes brave and independent through
education. The story criticizes social evils like dowry and gender discrimination. It shows that when
women are educated, they gain confidence to stand against injustice. Bholi's refusal to marry a
greedy man symbolizes the awakening of self-respect among women. The story inspires society to
give equal education and respect to girls.
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Multiple Choice Questions

1. Who is the author of the story “Bholi”?
a) Mulk Raj Anand b) K. A. Abbas ¢) Premchand d) R. K. Narayan
Answer: b) K. A. Abbas
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2. What was Bholi’s real name?

a) Savitri b) Sulekha c) Radha d) Shanti
Answer: b) Sulekha
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3. What disease left marks on Bholi’s face?

a) Chickenpox b) Smallpox c) Measles d) Fever
Answer: b) Smallpox
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4. Who encouraged Bholi to study?

a) Her mother b) Her father ¢) Her teacher d) Her friend

Answer: c) Her teacher
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5. Who was Bishamber Nath?
a) A teacher b) A shopkeeper c) A farmer d) A soldier

Answer: b) A shopkeeper
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6. What did Bishamber demand on the wedding day?
a) Jewelry b) Dowry of 5000 rupees ¢) Gold coins d) Nothing
Answer: b) Dowry of 5000 rupees
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7. What did Bholi decide at the end?
a) To run away b) To become a teacher and serve her parents

¢) To marry Bishamber d) To leave the village
Answer: b) To become a teacher and serve her parents
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8. What is the main theme of the story “Bholi"?

a) Love and friendship b) Education and self-respect
¢) War and peace d) Money and greed

Answer: b) Education and self-respect
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