A Triumph of Surgery

Introduction to Tricki

James Herriot, a veterinarian in Yorkshire, introduces us to Tricki, a clever and mischievous dog. Tricki
was overweight and stubborn because he was pampered and overfed by his owners, Mr. and Mrs.
Williamson. Despite his size and laziness, he was intelligent and had a strong will. His owners were
worried about his health, as he was becoming obese and lethargic.
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The Problem with Tricki

Tricki’'s owners tried everything to reduce his weight, but nothing worked. He resisted all attempts
at exercise and dieting. The family consulted James Herriot, who realized that Tricki needed a firm
but gentle approach to lose weight. Herriot decided to take control of Tricki’'s diet and exercise
regimen himself, as the dog would not listen to his owners.
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Herriot’s Plan

James Herriot formulated a plan: he would control Tricki's food intake and make him exercise
regularly. He reduced Tricki's portion sizes and replaced fatty treats with healthier food. At first, Tricki
resisted and tried to sneak food, but Herriot was persistent. He took Tricki for long walks and
encouraged movement in a gentle but disciplined way.
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Tricki’'s Resistance

Initially, Tricki was very stubborn. He tried to escape the walks, refused to eat certain foods, and
often begged for his favorite snacks. But Herriot was patient and consistent. He knew that only time
and discipline could change Tricki’s habits. Gradually, Tricki began to respond to the new routine.
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Gradual Transformation

Over the weeks, Tricki lost weight and became more active. He was healthier, more obedient, and
less lazy. Herriot's consistent treatment not only improved Tricki’'s physical health but also his
behavior. The dog started enjoying the walks and even developed a friendly relationship with Herriot.
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Owners’ Reaction

Mr. and Mrs. Williamson were amazed at the change in Tricki. They realized that professional
guidance and consistent care were more effective than indulgence. Herriot's treatment was a
triumph of patience, knowledge, and skill. Tricki had transformed from an overweight, spoiled, and
lazy dog into a healthy, disciplined, and active companion.
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Conclusion

The story highlights the importance of discipline, patience, and professional expertise in solving
problems. It also shows that pets require care, training, and consistency rather than mere indulgence.
Herriot's skillful approach demonstrates how proper guidance can transform behavior, whether in
humans or animals.
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Short Answer Questions

Q 1 : Who was Tricki?
A: Tricki was a clever, mischievous, overweight dog pampered by his owners.
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Q 2 : Why was Tricki overweight?

A: Because his owners overfed him and allowed him to be lazy.
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Q 3 : Who helped Tricki to lose weight?

A: James Herriot, the veterinarian, helped Tricki lose weight through diet and exercise.
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Q 4 : How did Herriot make Tricki exercise?

A: By taking him for long walks and encouraging movement regularly.
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Q 5 : How did Tricki initially react to the diet and exercise?

A: He resisted, tried to sneak food, and avoided walks.
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Q 6 : What change happened in Tricki over time?

A: He became healthy, active, obedient, and less lazy.
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Q 7 : What lesson does the story teach about pets?

A: Pets need care, training, and discipline, not mere indulgence.
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Long Answer Questions

Q 1 : Describe Herriot's approach to helping Tricki lose weight.

A: James Herriot controlled Tricki's diet, reduced fatty food, and gave him proper meals. He took
Tricki for long walks to encourage exercise. Herriot was patient and consistent, understanding that
behavior change takes time. Initially, Tricki resisted but gradually adapted. Herriot's method was
gentle yet disciplined, combining knowledge, patience, and skill. This approach not only improved
Tricki's health but also his behavior. The story shows the importance of professional guidance and
consistent care in transforming habits.
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Q 2 : What is the central lesson of “A Triumph of Surgery”?

A: The central lesson is that discipline, patience, and professional knowledge are essential for solving
problems. Overindulgence can be harmful, and consistent care is needed to correct behavior. The
story highlights that pets require proper training and guidance, and with time and skillful treatment,
positive changes are possible. Herriot's success with Tricki demonstrates the power of persistence,
understanding, and ethical practice in veterinary care.
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Multiple Choice Questions

. Tricki was...

a) a cat b) a dog ¢) a horse d) a rabbit Answer: b) a dog
. Why was Tricki overweight?

a) He exercised too much b) He was overfed

¢) He was sick d) He ran a lot

Answer: b) He was overfed
. Who treated Tricki?
a) Mr. Williamson  b) James Herriot c) Mrs. Williamson d) A neighbour

Answer: b) James Herriot
. How did Tricki react to exercise at first?
a) He enjoyed it b) He resisted c) He slept d) He barked happily

Answer: b) He resisted
. What did Herriot reduce in Tricki’s diet?
a) Vegetables b) Fatty food c) Water d) Protein

Answer: b) Fatty food
. What lesson does the story teach about pets?
a) Always pamper them b) Discipline and care are important
) Let them eat anything d) Ignore them

Answer: b) Discipline and care are important
. How did Tricki change over time?
a) He became thinner and obedient b) He became lazier
¢) He ran away d) He remained the same
Answer: a) He became thinner and obedient

. What quality of Herriot helped Tricki?
a) Patience b) Anger c) Laziness d) Fear Answer: a) Patience



