“A QUEStiOn of Trust” By Victor Canning

Horace Danby was a fifty-year-old man who was respected by everyone in his town. He ran a
successful business of making locks and safes and was generally known as an honest man. However,
there was a secret about him — once every year, he used to commit a burglary. But he was not a
typical thief. He loved books more than anything, and he stole only to buy expensive books which
he could not afford otherwise.
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One summer afternoon, Horace planned to rob a rich woman’s house named Shotover Grange. He
had studied the house carefully for two weeks. He knew the servants were away, and the owner was
also in London. Everything seemed perfect for the burglary.
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He wore gloves, carried tools, and carefully entered the house through the drawing-room window.
Everything went as planned. But as he was about to break open the safe, he heard a soft voice behind
him — a woman's voice.
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He turned around and saw a young, beautiful woman standing there in evening dress. She looked
confident and calm. Horace was shocked and frightened. The woman said she was the owner’s wife
and had just returned from London earlier than expected.
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The lady cleverly pretended to be the real owner and told Horace that she also wanted to open the
safe but had forgotten the combination. She said she would not report him to the police if he helped
her open it. Horace believed her completely and opened the safe for her.
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After opening the safe, she thanked him and allowed him to leave peacefully. Horace felt relieved
and happy that he had escaped trouble. But after a few days, he was caught by the police because
his fingerprints were found on the safe.
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It turned out that the woman was not the owner at all. She was another thief who had fooled Horace
into opening the safe for her. Horace was punished and sent to prison. Ironically, he continued
making locks for other prisoners in jail.
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Thus, “A Question of Trust” shows how greed and overconfidence can lead to one's downfall.
Horace's misplaced trust in a stranger ruined his life. The story gives a moral lesson that honesty is
always the best policy.
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Short Answer Type Questions

Q1. Who was Horace Danby?

Ans: He was a fifty-year-old lock-maker who secretly robbed once a year to buy books.
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Q2. Why did Horace commit burglaries?
Ans: He stole only to buy expensive books that he loved.
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Q3. What was Horace's plan at Shotover Grange?

Ans: He planned to rob the safe in the house when the servants were away.
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Q4. Who met Horace inside the house?
Ans: A young woman pretending to be the owner’s wife.
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Q5. How did the woman cheat Horace?

Ans: She pretended to be the owner and made him open the safe for her.
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Q6. How was Horace caught later?

Ans: His fingerprints were found on the safe, and he was arrested.
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Q7. What moral does the story teach?
Ans: The story teaches that overconfidence and dishonesty lead to downfall.
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Long Answer Type Questions

Q1. Describe how Horace Danby was deceived by the young woman.

Ans: Horace entered Shotover Grange confidently to rob the safe. While he was opening it, a young
woman appeared, pretending to be the owner’s wife. She cleverly acted calm and friendly, saying
she had forgotten the combination. She promised not to report him if he helped her open it. Trusting
her, Horace opened the safe. Later, he discovered that she was not the owner but another thief who
had tricked him into helping her steal the jewels. Horace was arrested, and she escaped freely.
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Q2. Explain the title “A Question of Trust.”

Ans: The title “A Question of Trust” is very suitable. Horace Danby trusted the woman because she
looked gentle and polite. He believed her false story and opened the safe. His blind trust led to his
downfall. The story shows that trust should be placed carefully. Horace, who himself was dishonest,
became the victim of dishonesty. Thus, the story is truly about the question of whom to trust.
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Multiple Choice Questions

1. Who was the main character of the story?
a) Victor Canning  b) Horace Danby  c) The lady thief d) The police
Answer: b) Horace Danby
2. What was Horace's profession?
a) Doctor b) Lock-maker ¢) Servant d) Policeman
Answer: b) Lock-maker
3. Why did Horace steal once a year?
a) For fun b) For money ) To buy books d) To travel
Answer: ¢) To buy books
4. Where did the story take place?
a) In a shop b) At Shotover Grange c) In London street d) In a library
Answer: b) At Shotover Grange
5. What did the woman pretend to be?
a) A servant b) The owner's wife c) A police officer d) A neighbor
Answer: b) The owner's wife
6. How was Horace caught?
a) By CCTV  b) By fingerprints ) By the woman d) By servants
Answer: b) By fingerprints
7. Who was the real thief?
a) Horace Danby  b) The young woman ¢) The owner's servant d) Policeman
Answer: b) The young woman
8. What is the moral of the story?
a) Greed is good  b) Trust everyone  c) Honesty is the best policy d) Crime pays
Answer: c) Honesty is the best policy



