“ Keeping QUiet" by Pablo Neruda

Summary in English

The poet asks everyone in the world to take a few minutes of silence and stop all
activities. He says we should stop speaking, moving, and working. During this
silence, people will feel calm and peaceful. It will give us time to think about
ourselves, our lives, and how we treat others.

He believes that if we stop for a while, there will be no violence, no wars, ‘and no
harm to nature. This silence will help us understand each other.better and bring
unity among people.

The poet makes it clear that he does not mean complete.inactivity or death. Instead,
he only wants us to pause, reflect, and create peace. Finally, he says that when this
short moment of silence is over, we should continue our lives:with new energy and
better understanding.

£ Main idea: The poem teaches us the iamportance of silence, peace, and self-
reflection in order to live in harmony with each other and with nature.
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”Keeping QUiEt” by Pablo Neruda

Theme

The poem “Keeping Quiet” by Pablo Neruda emphasizes the importance of
silence, introspection, and mutual understanding among human beings. The
poet suggests that by keeping still and quiet for a moment, we can rise above
the barriers of nationality, language, and selfishness. This silence will help us
reflect on our lives, stop all destructive activities, and realize the value of peace,
harmony, and brotherhood.
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Central Idea of the Poem “Keeping Quiet”

The central idea of the poem.is that in today’s fast and restless world, people
must pause for a while to reflect on their actions. The poet urges humanity to
stay still and avoid violence, wars, and selfish pursuits. This quiet introspection
will connect us with nature, promote love and compassion, and lead to peace
and unity across the world.

HIdT Bl DA (TR TG § b 31 DI UFTGIS WY 3R 3f=1id g=ar o, il &l
U BN R fTIR oA & T $& T0T 3H1 Aligt| Hid AHad I RR 81
3R & gl el et nifafafedl ¥ @R Y87 &1 M #xal g1 I8 Wid
STAFRIGUT 81 UHIA T S, UH 3R HUT &I Jeral ¢ 3R giHar R 7 wifd
3R THAT BT AT YRR BT




Explanation with reference to context

yA
“It would be an exotic moment
without rush, without engines;
we would all be together
in a sudden strangeness.”
Reference:

These lines have been taken from the poem “Keeping Quiet®.written by Pablo
Neruda.
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Context:

In this poem, the poet talks about the importance of silence and stillness in human
life. He asks all people to stop their activities and works.for a moment and keep
quiet. This short silence will create peace, brotherhood, and unity in the world.
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Explanation:

Here the poet imagines that if all people stopped their busy work and remained
quiet, it would create an "exotic moment,” meaning a rare and beautiful experience.
There would be no.noise of machines, no rush of daily life, and no struggle for
survival...In" this: silence, everyone would feel united as human beings. This
togetherness would feel unusual or “strange” at first, because in today’s world
people are always divided and busy, but it would also bring harmony and peace.
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Explanation with reference to context

2.

“Fishermen in the cold sea

would not harm whales

and the man gathering salt

would not look at his hurt hands.”
Reference:

These lines have been taken from the poem “Keeping Quiet” written by Pablo
Neruda.
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Context:

In this poem, the poet highlights the need for silence, peace, and self-
reflection in human life. He imagines a world where people pause their
destructive activities for a while and liveiin harmony with nature.
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Explanation:

The poet says that fishermen will stop hunting whales in the cold seas and the
busy salt-gatherers will look at their injured hands. The poet expects this
because he feels that during this time, all evil will come to an end. By 'hurt
hands' the poet means that we are forgetful of the pain we are causing to
ourselves in the pursuit of our greed.
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