”14 RaadSide S tand ”By Robert Frost

Summary (English):

The poem "A Roadside Stand” highlights the sufferings of poor villagers who set up
small stands beside the roads to sell their goods. They expect the rich travelers to
stop and buy something so that they can earn money and improve their living
conditions. Unfortunately, the rich people hardly care for them. They pass by quickly
in their luxury cars, sometimes even complain that these stands spoil the beauty of
the landscape. The poor people feel ignored and disappointed.. Frost shows the
deep gap between the rich and the poor. The rich live. comfortably while the poor
struggle for their survival. The poet expresses sympathy for the villagers and
criticizes the selfishness of the wealthy class. The poem reflects social injustice and
the unequal distribution of wealth in society.

Summary (Hindi):
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Theme

The poem highlights the sharp contrast between the lives of the poor villagers
and the rich urban people. It shows the hardships of rural folk, who depend on
small earnings from their roadside stalls. The rich, instead of helping, pass by
without concern. The theme revolves around social injustice, inequality, and the
neglect of rural life by the wealthy and powerful.
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Central Idea

Through the roadside stand, Robert Frost presents the struggles, hopes, and
disappointments of poor villagers. They dream that city people will stop to buy their goods
and support them, but their hopes are often ignored. The poet expresses sympathy for the
villagers and criticizes the selfishness of the rich. The central idea is that true progress of
society is possible only when the poor are uplifted and their lives are filled with justice,
dignity, and happiness.

Ts& fhIR Bt g & HIegH J, e Wi TR Tl & Taui, srmsft 3R Frr=msft o
T B ¢ | d U1 Gd & b [ER & AN ST MM WG 3R 3H! Hag . & oy
T, Al ITbT SRS BT HRR AoR3eeT HR a1 Srar g1 wia g & ufd Teryfa
I HRd & 3R 3ART & W B AT HRa & | Ha IR U8 § % THre S = u
it Tva g o TRIE 1 IUTH 81 3R IFHT St =a1g, T SR G2 W=7 8l

Explanation with reference to context

“The polished traffic passed with a mind ahead,

Or if ever aside a moment, then out of sorts

At having the landscape marred with the artless paint
Of signs that with N turned wrong and S turned wrong.”

Reference:
These lines have been taken from the poem “A Roadside Stand” written by Robert Frost.
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Context:
The poet is describing how rich people in their cars pass by the roadside stands of poor
villagers'without showing any concern.
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Explanation:

The poet says that wealthy travelers drive past with no interest in stopping. If by chance
they look, they get irritated seeing poorly painted boards with spelling errors. Instead of
helping the poor, they criticize their stands for spoiling the beauty of nature. This shows
the neglect and insensitivity of the rich towards the poor.
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